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Books 
 
Between the World and Me 
2015  
Ta-Nehisi Coates 
 
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the 
most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for 
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of 
“race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and 
men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and 
murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? 
And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? 
 
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his 
adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth 
about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to 
Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living 
rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from 
personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World 
and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision 
for a way forward. 
 
I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness 
2018 
Austin Channing Brown 
 
Austin Channing Brown's first encounter with a racialized America came at age 7, when she 
discovered her parents named her Austin to deceive future employers into thinking she was a white 
man. Growing up in majority-white schools, organizations, and churches, Austin writes, "I had to 
learn what it means to love blackness," a journey that led to a lifetime spent navigating America's 
racial divide as a writer, speaker and expert who helps organizations practice genuine inclusion. 
 
In a time when nearly all institutions (schools, churches, universities, businesses) claim to value 
"diversity" in their mission statements, I'm Still Here is a powerful account of how and why our 
actions so often fall short of our words. Austin writes in breathtaking detail about her journey to 
self-worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts at racial justice, in stories that bear witness to the 
complexity of America's social fabric--from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools in the 
middle-class suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at majority-white organizations.  
 
For readers who have engaged with America's legacy on race through the writing of Ta-Nehisi 
Coates and Michael Eric Dyson, I'm Still Here is an illuminating look at how white, middle-class, 



Evangelicalism has participated in an era of rising racial hostility, inviting the reader to confront 
apathy, recognize God's ongoing work in the world, and discover how blackness--if we let it--can 
save us all. 
 
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption 
2014  
Bryan Stevenson 
 
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice 
dedicated to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and 
women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first 
cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder 
he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, 
and legal brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. 
 
Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, 
a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion 
in the pursuit of true justice. 
 
White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide 
2016 
Carol Anderson 
 
From the Civil War to our combustible present, White Rage reframes our continuing conversation 
about race, chronicling the powerful forces opposed to black progress in America--now in paperback 
with a new afterword by the author, acclaimed historian Carol Anderson. 

As Ferguson, Missouri, erupted in August 2014, and media commentators across the ideological 
spectrum referred to the angry response of African Americans as “black rage,” historian Carol 
Anderson wrote a remarkable op-ed in The Washington Post suggesting that this was, instead, 
"white rage at work. With so much attention on the flames," she argued, "everyone had ignored the 
kindling." 

Since 1865 and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, every time African Americans have 
made advances towards full participation in our democracy, white reaction has fueled a deliberate 
and relentless rollback of their gains. The end of the Civil War and Reconstruction was greeted with 
the Black Codes and Jim Crow; the Supreme Court's landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education 
decision was met with the shutting down of public schools throughout the South while taxpayer 
dollars financed segregated white private schools; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 triggered a coded but powerful response, the so-called Southern Strategy and the War on 
Drugs that disenfranchised millions of African Americans while propelling presidents Nixon and 
Reagan into the White House, and then the election of America's first black President, led to the 
expression of white rage that has been as relentless as it has been brutal. 



Carefully linking these and other historical flashpoints when social progress for African Americans 
was countered by deliberate and cleverly crafted opposition, Anderson pulls back the veil that has 
long covered actions made in the name of protecting democracy, fiscal responsibility, or protection 
against fraud, rendering visible the long lineage of white rage. Compelling and dramatic in the 
unimpeachable history it relates, White Rage will add an important new dimension to the national 
conversation about race in America 
 
One Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression is Destroying our Democracy 
2018 
Carol Anderson 
 
In her New York Times bestseller White Rage, Carol Anderson laid bare an insidious history of 
policies that have systematically impeded black progress in America, from 1865 to our combustible 
present. With One Person, No Vote, she chronicles a related history: the rollbacks to African 
American participation in the vote since the 2013 Supreme Court decision that eviscerated the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. Known as the Shelby ruling, this decision effectively allowed districts with 
a demonstrated history of racial discrimination to change voting requirements without approval from 
the Department of Justice. 

Focusing on the aftermath of Shelby, Anderson follows the astonishing story of government-dictated 
racial discrimination unfolding before our very eyes as more and more states adopt voter 
suppression laws. In gripping, enlightening detail she explains how voter suppression works, from 
photo ID requirements to gerrymandering to poll closures. And with vivid characters, she explores 
the resistance: the organizing, activism, and court battles to restore the basic right to vote to all 
Americans. 
 
So You Want to Talk about Race 
2018 
Ijeoma Oluo 
 
In this New York Times bestseller, Ijeoma Oluo explores the complex reality of today's racial 
landscape--from white privilege and police brutality to systemic discrimination and the Black Lives 
Matter movement--offering straightforward clarity that readers need to contribute to the dismantling 
of the racial divide. 
 
In So You Want to Talk About Race, Editor at Large of The Establishment Ijeoma Oluo offers a 
contemporary, accessible take on the racial landscape in America, addressing head-on such issues 
as privilege, police brutality, intersectionality, micro-aggressions, the Black Lives Matter movement, 
and the "N" word. Perfectly positioned to bridge the gap between people of color and white 
Americans struggling with race complexities, Oluo answers the questions readers don't dare ask, 
and explains the concepts that continue to elude everyday Americans. 
 
Oluo is an exceptional writer with a rare ability to be straightforward, funny, and effective in her 
coverage of sensitive, hyper-charged issues in America. Her messages are passionate but finely 
tuned and crystalize ideas that would otherwise be vague by empowering them with aha-moment 



clarity. Her writing brings to mind voices like Ta-Nehisi Coates, Roxane Gay, Jessica Valenti in Full 
Frontal Feminism, and a young Gloria Naylor, particularly in Naylor's seminal essay "The Meaning of 
a Word." 
 
Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race 
2016 
Debby Irving 
 
For twenty-five years, Debby Irving sensed inexplicable racial tensions in her personal and 
professional relationships. As a colleague and neighbor, she worried about offending people she 
dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator, she didn't understand why her diversity efforts 
lacked traction. As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students and families of color 
left her wondering what she was missing. Then, in 2009, one "aha!" moment launched an adventure 
of discovery and insight that drastically shifted her worldview and upended her life plan. In Waking 
Up White, Irving tells her often cringe-worthy story with such openness that readers will turn every 
page rooting for her-and ultimately for all of us. 
America’s Original Sin Racism, White Privilege and the Bridge to a New America (Jim Wallis) 
 
The Fire Next Time 
1963 
James Baldwin 
 
A national bestseller when it first appeared in 1963, The Fire Next Time galvanized the nation and 
gave passionate voice to the emerging civil rights movement. At once a powerful evocation of James 
Baldwin's early life in Harlem and a disturbing examination of the consequences of racial injustice, 
the book is an intensely personal and provocative document. It consists of two "letters," written on 
the occasion of the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation, that exhort Americans, both black 
and white, to attack the terrible legacy of racism. Described by The New York Times Book Review 
as "sermon, ultimatum, confession, deposition, testament, and chronicle...all presented in searing, 
brilliant prose," The Fire Next Time stands as a classic of our literature. 
 
Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America 
2018 
Jennifer Harvey 
 
With a foreword by Tim Wise, Raising White Kids is for families, churches, educators, and 
communities who want to equip their children to be active and able participants in a society that is 
becoming one of the most racially diverse in the world while remaining full of racial tensions. For 
white people who are committed to equity and justice, living in a nation that remains racially unjust 
and deeply segregated creates unique conundrums. 
 
These conundrums begin early in life and impact the racial development of white children in powerful 
ways. What can we do within our homes, communities and schools? Should we teach our children to 
be “colorblind”? Or, should we teach them to notice race? What roles do we want to equip them to 



play in addressing racism when they encounter it? What strategies will help our children learn to 
function well in a diverse nation? 
 
Talking about race means naming the reality of white privilege and hierarchy. How do we talk about 
race honestly, then, without making our children feel bad about being white? Most importantly, how 
do we do any of this in age-appropriate ways? 
 
While a great deal of public discussion exists in regard to the impact of race and racism on children 
of color, meaningful dialogue about and resources for understanding the impact of race on white 
children are woefully absent. Raising White Kids steps into that void. 
 
Dear White Christians 
2014 
Jennifer Harvey 
 
In this provocative book Jennifer Harvey argues for a radical shift in how justice-committed white 
Christians think about race. She calls for moving away from the reconciliation paradigm that 
currently dominates interracial relations and embracing instead a reparations paradigm. 
 
Harvey presents an insightful historical analysis of the painful fissures that emerged among activist 
Christians toward the end of the Civil Rights movement, and she shows the necessity of bringing 
"white" racial identity into clear view in order to counter today's oppressive social structures. 
 
A deeply constructive, hopeful work, Dear White Christians will help readers envision new racial 
possibilities, including concrete examples of contemporary reparations initiatives. This book is for 
any who care about the gospel call to justice but feel stuck trying to get there, given the ongoing 
prevalence of deep racial divisions in the church and society at large. 
 
Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria  
2017 (revised) 
Beverly Daniel Tatum  
 
Walk into any racially mixed high school and you will see Black, White, and Latino youth clustered in 
their own groups. Is this self-segregation a problem to address or a coping strategy? Beverly Daniel 
Tatum, a renowned authority on the psychology of racism, argues that straight talk about our racial 
identities is essential if we are serious about enabling communication across racial and ethnic 
divides. These topics have only become more urgent as the national conversation about race is 
increasingly acrimonious. This fully revised edition is essential reading for anyone seeking to 
understand the dynamics of race in America. 
 
 
 
 
 



Walking in the Wind 
2015 
John Lewis 
 
The award-winning national bestseller, Walking with the Wind, is one of our most important records 
of the American civil rights movement. Told by John Lewis, who Cornel West calls a “national 
treasure,” this is a gripping first-hand account of the fight for civil rights and the courage it takes to 
change a nation. 
 
In 1957, a teenaged boy named John Lewis left a cotton farm in Alabama for Nashville, the epicenter 
of the struggle for civil rights in America. Lewis’s adherence to nonviolence guided that critical time 
and established him as one of the movement’s most charismatic and courageous leaders. Lewis’s 
leadership in the Nashville Movement—a student-led effort to desegregate the city of Nashville using 
sit-in techniques based on the teachings of Gandhi—set the tone for major civil rights campaigns of 
the 1960s. Lewis traces his role in the pivotal Selma marches, Bloody Sunday, and the Freedom 
Rides. Inspired by his mentor, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Lewis’s vision and perseverance altered 
history. In 1986, he ran and won a congressional seat in Georgia, and remains in office to this day, 
continuing to enact change.  
 
White Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son 
2011 
Tim Wise 
 
With a new preface and updated chapters, White Like Me is one-part memoir, one-part polemical 
essay collection. It is a personal examination of the way in which racial privilege shapes the daily 
lives of white Americans in every realm: employment, education, housing, criminal justice, and 
elsewhere. 
 
Using stories from his own life, Tim Wise demonstrates the ways in which racism not only burdens 
people of color, but also benefits, in relative terms, those who are “white like him.” He discusses how 
racial privilege can harm whites in the long run and make progressive social change less likely. He 
explores the ways in which whites can challenge their unjust privileges, and explains in clear and 
convincing language why it is in the best interest of whites themselves to do so. Using anecdotes 
instead of stale statistics, Wise weaves a narrative that is at once readable and yet scholarly, 
analytical and yet accessible. 
 
Reconstructing the Gospel: Finding Freedom from Slaveholder Religion 
2018 
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove 
 
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove grew up in the Bible Belt in the American South as a faithful 
church-going Christian. But he gradually came to realize that the gospel his Christianity proclaimed 
was not good news for everybody. The same Christianity that sang, "Amazing grace, how sweet the 



sound" also perpetuated racial injustice and white supremacy in the name of Jesus. His Christianity, 
he discovered, was the religion of the slaveholder. 
 
Just as Reconstruction after the Civil War worked to repair a desperately broken society, our 
compromised Christianity requires a spiritual reconstruction that undoes the injustices of the past. 
Wilson-Hartgrove traces his journey from the religion of the slaveholder to the Christianity of Christ. 
Reconstructing the gospel requires facing the pain of the past and present, from racial blindness to 
systemic abuses of power. Grappling seriously with troubling history and theology, Wilson-Hartgrove 
recovers the subversiveness of the gospel that sustained the church through centuries of slavery 
and oppression, from the civil rights era to the Black Lives Matter movement and beyond. 
 
When the gospel is reconstructed, freedom rings both for individuals and for society as a whole. 
Discover how Jesus continues to save us from ourselves and each other, to repair the breach and 
heal our land. 
 
God of the Oppressed  
1997 
James H. Cone 
 
In his reflections on God, Jesus, suffering, and liberation, James H. Cone relates the gospel 
message to the experience of the black community. But a wider theme of the book is the role that 
social and historical context plays in framing the questions we address to God as well as the mode 
of the answers provided. 
 
Jesus and the Disinherited 
1996 
Howard Thurman 
 
In this classic theological treatise, the acclaimed theologian and religious leader Howard Thurman 
(1900-1981) demonstrates how the gospel may be read as a manual of resistance for the poor and 
disenfranchised. Jesus is a partner in the pain of the oppressed and the example of His life offers a 
solution to ending the descent into moral nihilism. Hatred does not empower--it decays. Only through 
self-love and love of one another can God's justice prevail. 
 
Who Lynched Willie Earle?: Preaching to Confront Racism 
2017 
Will Willimon 
 
Pastors and leaders long to speak an effective biblical word into the contemporary social crisis of 
racial violence and black pain. They need a no-nonsense strategy rooted in actual ecclesial life, 
illuminated in this fine book by a trustworthy guide, Will Willimon, who uses the true story of pastor 
Hawley Lynn’s March of 1947 sermon, “Who Lynched Willie Earle?” as an opportunity to respond to 
the last lynching in Greenville, South Carolina and its implications for a more faithful proclamation of 
the Gospel today.  



 
By hearing black pain, naming white complicity, critiquing American exceptionalism/civil religion, 
inviting/challenging the church to respond, and attending to the voices of African American pastors 
and leaders, this book helps pastors of white, mainline Protestant churches preach effectively in 
situations of racial violence and dis-ease. 
 
America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New America 
2017 
Jim Wallace 
 
America's problem with race has deep roots, with the country's foundation tied to the near 
extermination of one race of people and the enslavement of another. Racism is truly our nation's 
original sin. 
 
"It's time we right this unacceptable wrong," says bestselling author and leading Christian activist Jim 
Wallis. Fifty years ago, Wallis was driven away from his faith by a white church that considered 
dealing with racism to be taboo. His participation in the civil rights movement brought him back when 
he discovered a faith that commands racial justice. Yet as recent tragedies confirm, we continue to 
suffer from the legacy of racism. The old patterns of white privilege are colliding with the changing 
demographics of a diverse nation. The church has been slow to respond, and Sunday morning is still 
the most segregated hour of the week. 
 
In America's Original Sin, Wallis offers a prophetic and deeply personal call to action in overcoming 
the racism so ingrained in American society. He speaks candidly to Christians--particularly white 
Christians--urging them to cross a new bridge toward racial justice and healing. 
 
Whenever divided cultures and gridlocked power structures fail to end systemic sin, faith 
communities can help lead the way to grassroots change. Probing yet positive, biblically rooted yet 
highly practical, this book shows people of faith how they can work together to overcome the 
embedded racism in America, galvanizing a movement to cross the bridge to a multiracial church 
and a new America. 
 
The Christian Imagination: Theology and the Origins of Race 
2011 
Willie James Jennings 
 
Why has Christianity, a religion premised upon neighborly love, failed in its attempts to heal social 
divisions?  In this ambitious and wide-ranging work, Willie James Jennings delves deep into the late 
medieval soil in which the modern Christian imagination grew, to reveal how Christianity’s highly 
refined process of socialization has inadvertently created and maintained segregated societies.   A 
probing study of the cultural fragmentation—social, spatial, and racial—that took root in the Western 
mind, this book shows how Christianity has consistently forged Christian nations rather than 
encouraging genuine communion between disparate groups and individuals. 



Weaving together the stories of Zurara, the royal chronicler of Prince Henry, the Jesuit theologian 
Jose de Acosta, the famed Anglican Bishop John William Colenso, and the former slave writer 
Olaudah Equiano, Jennings narrates a tale of loss, forgetfulness, and missed opportunities for the 
transformation of Christian communities.  Touching on issues of slavery, geography, Native 
American history, Jewish-Christian relations, literacy, and translation, he brilliantly exposes how the 
loss of land and the supersessionist ideas behind the Christian missionary movement are both 
deeply implicated in the invention of race. 

Using his bold, creative, and courageous critique to imagine a truly cosmopolitan citizenship that 
transcends geopolitical, nationalist, ethnic, and racial boundaries, Jennings charts, with great vision, 
new ways of imagining ourselves, our communities, and the landscapes we inhabit. 
 
 
Fearless Dialogues: A New Movement for Justice 
2017 
Gregory Ellison 
 
Drawing on all the community's collective voices--from "doctors to drug dealers"--Fearless Dialogues 
is a groundbreaking program that seeks real solutions to problems of chronic unemployment, 
violence, and hopelessness. In cities around the United States and now the world, the program's 
founder, Gregory C. Ellison, and his team create conversations among community members who 
have never spoken to one another, the goal of which are real, implementable, and lasting changes to 
the life of the community. 

These community transformations are based on both face-to-face encounters and substantive 
analysis of the problems the community faces. In Fearless Dialogues: A New Movement for Justice, 
Ellison makes this same kind of analysis available to readers, walking them through the steps that 
must be taken to find common ground in our divided communities and then to implement genuine 
and lasting change. 
 
The Color of Compromise: The Truth About the American Church’s Complicity in Racism 
2019 
Jamar Tisby 
 
The Color of Compromise takes readers on a historical journey: from America’s early colonial days 
through slavery and the Civil War, covering the tragedy of Jim Crow laws and the victories of the 
Civil Rights era, to today’s Black Lives Matter movement. Author Jemar Tisby reveals the 
obvious—and the far more subtle—ways the American church has compromised what the Bible 
teaches about human dignity and equality. 

Tisby uncovers the roots of sustained injustice in the American church, highlighting the cultural and 
institutional tables that need to be turned in order to bring about real and lasting progress between 
black and white people. Through a story-driven survey of American Christianity’s racial past, he 
exposes the concrete and chilling ways people of faith have actively worked against racial justice, as 
well as the deafening silence of the white evangelical majority. Tisby shows that while there has 



been progress in fighting racism, historically the majority of the American church has failed to speak 
out against this evil. This ongoing complicity is a stain upon the church, and sadly, it continues 
today. 

Tisby does more than diagnose the problem, however. He charts a path forward with intriguing ideas 
that further the conversation as he challenges us to reverse these patterns and systems of 
complicity with bold, courageous, and immediate action. The Color of Compromise provides an 
accurate diagnosis for a racially divided American church and suggests creative ways to foster a 
more equitable and inclusive environment among God’s people. 
 
The Hate U Give  
2017 
Angie Thomas 
 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives 
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of 
a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug 
dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the 
local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really 
went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. 

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 
 
Darktown: A Novel 
2017 
Thomas Mullen  
 
Responding to orders from on high, the Atlanta Police Department is forced to hire its first black 
officers, including war veterans Lucius Boggs and Tommy Smith. The newly minted policemen are 
met with deep hostility by their white peers; they aren’t allowed to arrest white suspects, drive squad 
cars, or set foot in the police headquarters. 
 
When a woman who was last seen in a car driven by a white man turns up dead, Boggs and Smith 
suspect white cops are behind it. Their investigation sets them up against a brutal cop, Dunlow, who 
has long run the neighborhood as his own, and his partner, Rakestraw, a young progressive who 
may or may not be willing to make allies across color lines. Among shady moonshiners, duplicitous 
madams, crooked lawmen, and the constant restrictions of Jim Crow, Boggs and Smith will risk their 
new jobs, and their lives, while navigating a dangerous world—a world on the cusp of great change. 
 
A vivid, smart, intricately plotted crime saga that explores the timely issues of race, law enforcement, 
and the uneven scales of justice. 
 



 
Movies/Documentaries 
 
I Am Not Your Negro 
2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNUYdgIyaPM 
 
13th 
2016 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V66F3WU2CKk 
 
The Hate U Give 
2018 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MM8OkVT0hw 
 
Selma 
2014 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6t7vVTxaic 
 
America To Me (STARZ docu-series) 
2018 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fbfx9OpcUoc 
 
King in the Wilderness 
2018 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVGRg89DbyM 
 
  
Articles 
 
Podcasts 
 
Buried Truths 
2018 
WABE 
 
In 1948, three black farmers decided they'd had enough. They were going to vote in rural South 
Georgia, where white supremacists held power by suppressing the black vote. Pulitzer-Prize winning 
author, journalist and Emory University professor Hank Klibanoff explores the mysteries and 
injustices of history through civil rights cases that few have seen. How far would white supremacists 
go — on the streets, in the courtrooms, in the legislatures — to preserve their racial dominance? 
And, most importantly, why? Who were we back then? The truth is restless, relevant and revealed in 
Buried Truths. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNUYdgIyaPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V66F3WU2CKk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MM8OkVT0hw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6t7vVTxaic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fbfx9OpcUoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVGRg89DbyM


 
Justice in America 
2018 
The Appeal 
 
Justice in America, hosted by Josie Duffy Rice and Clint Smith III, is a podcast for everyone 
interested in criminal justice reform— from those new to the system to experts who want to know 
more. Each episode we cover a new criminal justice issue. We explain how it works and look at its 
impact on people, particularly poor people and people of color. We’ll also interview activists, 
practitioners, experts, journalists, organizers, and others, to learn. By the end of the episode, you’ll 
walk away with a better understanding of what drives mass incarceration and what can fix it. The first 
season will cover bail, plea deals, prosecutors, prosecutor elections, voter disenfranchisement, 
crimmigration, women and families in the criminal justice system, and more. It will feature interviews 
with Ta-Nehisi Coates, Rashad Robinson, John Legend, Gina Clayton, John Pfaff, and more. 
 
Code Switch 
2019 
NPR 
 
Ever find yourself in a conversation about race and identity where you just get...stuck? Code Switch 
can help. We're all journalists of color, and this isn't just the work we do. It's the lives we lead. 
Sometimes, we'll make you laugh. Other times, you'll get uncomfortable. But we'll always be 
unflinchingly honest and empathetic. Come mix it up with us. 
 
Series 08: Episode 01 - Unequally Saved: The Church’s Role in Racism with Lisa Sharon 
Harper 
April 23, 2018 
For the Love Podcast with Jen Hatmaker 
 
We have a powerful start to a brand-new series: For the Love of Exploring Our Faith. Speaker, 
writer and activist Lisa Sharon Harper comes from a long line of Americans—African-Americans 
who have been in America since 1687. Slavery existed in her family. Lisa wrestles with the 
Good News of the Gospel and how that translates to folks who have been victims of race 
motivated atrocities—from people who claimed that Gospel as their truth. She walks us through 
the history of evangelism and where some things got twisted. Prepare to be schooled and to 
take in some eye-opening information (pen and paper at the ready!) because Lisa breaks it 
down for us with the meanings of original Hebrew writings and shows us the truth of what God 
intended His Kingdom to be--“ALL blessing all.”  


