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Race in America
We Do This ‘Til We Free Us: Abolitionist Organizing and Transforming Justice (Abolitionist
Papers)
2021
Mariame Kaba

“Organizing is both science and art. It is thinking through a vision, a strategy, and then figuring out
who your targets are, always being concerned about power, always being concerned about how
you’re going to actually build power in order to be able to push your issues, in order to be able to get
the target to actually move in the way that you want to.”

What if social transformation and liberation isn’t about waiting for someone else to come along and
save us? What if ordinary people have the power to collectively free ourselves? In this timely
collection of essays and interviews, Mariame Kaba reflects on the deep work of abolition and
transformative political struggle.

With a foreword by Naomi Murakawa and chapters on seeking justice beyond the punishment
system, transforming how we deal with harm and accountability, and finding hope in collective
struggle for abolition, Kaba’s work is deeply rooted in the relentless belief that we can fundamentally
change the world. As Kaba writes, “Nothing that we do that is worthwhile is done alone.”

Shaking the Gates of Hell: A Search for Family and Truth in the Wake of the Civil Rights
Revolution
2021
John Archibald

Race, as we have come to understand it, is a fiction; but, racism, as we have come to live it, is a
fact. The point here is not to impose a new racial hierarchy, but to remove an existing one. After
centuries of waiting for white majorities to overturn white supremacy, it seems to me that it has fallen
to Black people to do it themselves.

Acclaimed columnist and author Charles Blow never wanted to write a “race book.” But as violence
against Black people—both physical and psychological—seemed only to increase in recent years,
culminating in the historic pandemic and protests of the summer of 2020, he felt compelled to write a
new story for Black Americans. He envisioned a succinct, counterintuitive, and impassioned
corrective to the myths that have for too long governed our thinking about race and geography in
America. Drawing on both political observations and personal experience as a Black son of the
South, Charles set out to offer a call to action by which Black people can finally achieve equality, on
their own terms.



So what will it take to make lasting change when small steps have so frequently failed? It’s going to
take an unprecedented shift in power. The Devil You Know is a groundbreaking manifesto, proposing
nothing short of the most audacious power play by Black people in the history of this country. This
book is a grand exhortation to generations of a people, offering a road map to true and lasting
freedom.

The Devil You Know: A Black Power Manifesto
2021
Charles M. Blow

Race, as we have come to understand it, is a fiction; but, racism, as we have come to live it, is a
fact. The point here is not to impose a new racial hierarchy, but to remove an existing one. After
centuries of waiting for white majorities to overturn white supremacy, it seems to me that it has
fallen to Black people to do it themselves.

Acclaimed columnist and author Charles Blow never wanted to write a “race book.” But as
violence against Black people—both physical and psychological—seemed only to increase in
recent years, culminating in the historic pandemic and protests of the summer of 2020, he felt
compelled to write a new story for Black Americans. He envisioned a succinct, counterintuitive,
and impassioned corrective to the myths that have for too long governed our thinking about race
and geography in America. Drawing on both political observations and personal experience as a
Black son of the South, Charles set out to offer a call to action by which Black people can finally
achieve equality, on their own terms.

So what will it take to make lasting change when small steps have so frequently failed? It’s
going to take an unprecedented shift in power. The Devil You Know is a groundbreaking
manifesto, proposing nothing short of the most audacious power play by Black people in the
history of this country. This book is a grand exhortation to generations of a people, offering a
road map to true and lasting freedom.

Tell Me Who You Are: A Road Map for Cultivating Racial Literacy
2021

Winona Guo & Priya Vulchi

In this deeply inspiring book, Winona Guo and Priya Vulchi recount their experiences talking to
people from all walks of life about race and identity on a cross-country tour of America. Spurred by
the realization that they had nearly completed high school without hearing any substantive
discussion about racism in school, the two young women deferred college admission for a year to
collect first-person accounts of how racism plays out in this country every day--and often in
unexpected ways.

In Tell Me Who You Are, Guo and Vulchi reveal the lines that separate us based on race or other
perceived differences and how telling our stories--and listening deeply to the stories of others--are
the first and most crucial steps we can take towards negating racial inequity in our culture. Featuring



interviews with over 150 Americans accompanied by their photographs, this intimate toolkit also
offers a deep examination of the seeds of racism and strategies for effecting change.

This groundbreaking book will inspire readers to join Guo and Vulchi in imagining an America in
which we can fully understand and appreciate who we are.

From Here to Equality: Reparations for Black Americans in the Twenty-first Century
2020
William A. Darity, Jr. & A. Kirsten Mullen

Racism and discrimination have choked economic opportunity for African Americans at nearly every
turn. At several historic moments, the trajectory of racial inequality could have been altered
dramatically. Perhaps no moment was more opportune than the early days of Reconstruction, when
the U.S. government temporarily implemented a major redistribution of land from former
slaveholders to the newly emancipated enslaved. But neither Reconstruction nor the New Deal nor
the civil rights struggle led to an economically just and fair nation. Today, systematic inequality
persists in the form of housing discrimination, unequal education, police brutality, mass incarceration,
employment discrimination, and massive wealth and opportunity gaps. Economic data indicates that
for every dollar the average white household holds in wealth the average black household
possesses a mere ten cents.

In From Here to Equality, William Darity Jr. and A. Kirsten Mullen confront these injustices head-on
and make the most comprehensive case to date for economic reparations for U.S. descendants of
slavery. After opening the book with a stark assessment of the intergenerational effects of white
supremacy on black economic well-being, Darity and Mullen look to both the past and the present to
measure the inequalities borne of slavery. Using innovative methods that link monetary values to
historical wrongs, they next assess the literal and figurative costs of justice denied in the 155 years
since the end of the Civil War. Finally, Darity and Mullen offer a detailed roadmap for an effective
reparations program, including a substantial payment to each documented U.S. black descendant of
slavery. Taken individually, any one of the three eras of injustice outlined by Darity and
Mullen--slavery, Jim Crow, and modern-day discrimination--makes a powerful case for black
reparations. Taken collectively, they are impossible to ignore.

A Black Women's History of the United States
2020
Daina Ramey Berry & Kali Nicole Gross

In centering Black women’s stories, two award-winning historians seek both to empower African
American women and to show their allies that Black women’s unique ability to make their own
communities while combatting centuries of oppression is an essential component in our continued
resistance to systemic racism and sexism. Daina Ramey Berry and Kali Nicole Gross offer an
examination and celebration of Black womanhood, beginning with the first African women who
arrived in what became the United States to African American women of today.



A Black Women’s History of the United States reaches far beyond a single narrative to showcase
Black women’s lives in all their fraught complexities. Berry and Gross prioritize many voices:
enslaved women, freedwomen, religious leaders, artists, queer women, activists, and women who
lived outside the law. The result is a starting point for exploring Black women’s history and a
testament to the beauty, richness, rhythm, tragedy, heartbreak, rage, and enduring love that abounds
in the spirit of Black women in communities throughout the nation.

Thick: And Other Essays
2019
Dr. Tressie McMillan Cottom

In these eight piercing explorations on beauty, media, money, and more, Tressie McMillan
Cottom—award-winning professor and acclaimed author of Lower Ed—embraces her venerated role
as a purveyor of wit, wisdom, and Black Twitter snark about all that is right and much that is wrong
with this thing we call society.

Ideas and identity fuse effortlessly in this vibrant collection that on bookshelves is just as at home
alongside Rebecca Solnit and bell hooks as it is beside Jeff Chang and Janet Mock. It also fills an
important void on those very shelves: a modern black American feminist voice waxing poetic on self
and society, serving up a healthy portion of clever prose and southern aphorisms as she covers
everything from Saturday Night Live, LinkedIn, and BBQ Becky to sexual violence, infant mortality,
and Trump rallies. Thick speaks fearlessly to a range of topics and is far more genre-bending than a
typical compendium of personal essays.

An intrepid intellectual force hailed by the likes of Trevor Noah, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and
Oprah, Tressie McMillan Cottom is “among America’s most bracing thinkers on race, gender, and
capitalism of our time” (Rebecca Traister). This stunning debut collection—in all its intersectional
glory—mines for meaning in places many of us miss, and reveals precisely how the political, the
social, and the personal are almost always one and the same.

How to Be An Antiracist
2019
Ibram X. Kendi

Antiracism is a transformative concept that reorients and reenergizes the conversation about
racism—and, even more fundamentally, points us toward liberating new ways of thinking about
ourselves and each other. At its core, racism is a powerful system that creates false hierarchies of
human value; its warped logic extends beyond race, from the way we regard people of different
ethnicities or skin colors to the way we treat people of different sexes, gender identities, and body
types. Racism intersects with class and culture and geography and even changes the way we see
and value ourselves. In How to Be an Antiracist, Kendi takes readers through a widening circle of
antiracist ideas—from the most basic concepts to visionary possibilities—that will help readers see
all forms of racism clearly, understand their poisonous consequences, and work to oppose them in
our systems and in ourselves.



Kendi weaves an electrifying combination of ethics, history, law, and science with his own personal
story of awakening to antiracism. This is an essential work for anyone who wants to go beyond the
awareness of racism to the next step: contributing to the formation of a just and equitable society.

I Bring the Voices of My People: A Womanist Vision for Racial Reconstruction
2019
Chanequa Walker-Barnes
Chanequa Walker-Barnes offers a compelling argument that the Christian racial reconciliation
movement is incapable of responding to modern-day racism. She demonstrates how reconciliation’s
roots in the evangelical, male-centered Promise Keepers’ movement has resulted in a patriarchal
and largely symbolic effort, focused upon improving relationships between men from various
racial-ethnic groups.

Walker-Barnes argues that highlighting the voices of women of color is critical to developing any
genuine efforts toward reconciliation. Drawing upon intersectionality theory and critical race studies,
she demonstrates how living at the intersection of racism and sexism exposes women of color to
unique experiences of gendered racism that are not about relationships, but rather are about
systems of power and inequity.

Refuting the idea that race and racism are “one-size-fits-all,” I Bring the Voices of My People
highlights the particular work that White Americans must do to repent of racism and to work toward
racial justice and offers a constructive view of reconciliation that prioritizes eliminating racial injustice
and healing the damage that it has done to African Americans and other people of color.

Learning from the Germans: Race and the Memory of Evil
2019
Susan Neiman

In the wake of white nationalist attacks, the ongoing debate over reparations, and the controversy
surrounding Confederate monuments and the contested memories they evoke, Susan Neiman’s
Learning from the Germans delivers an urgently needed perspective on how a country can come to
terms with its historical wrongdoings. Neiman is a white woman who came of age in the civil
rights–era South and a Jewish woman who has spent much of her adult life in Berlin. Working from
this unique perspective, she combines philosophical reflection, personal stories, and interviews with
both Americans and Germans who are grappling with the evils of their own national histories.

Through discussions with Germans, including Jan Philipp Reemtsma, who created the breakthrough
Crimes of the Wehrmacht exhibit, and Friedrich Schorlemmer, the East German dissident preacher,
Neiman tells the story of the long and difficult path Germans faced in their effort to atone for the
crimes of the Holocaust. In the United States, she interviews James Meredith about his battle for
equality in Mississippi and Bryan Stevenson about his monument to the victims of lynching, as well
as lesser-known social justice activists in the South, to provide a compelling picture of the work
contemporary Americans are doing to confront our violent history. In clear and gripping prose,
Neiman urges us to consider the nuanced forms that evil can assume, so that we can recognize and
avoid them in the future.



Until We Reckon: Violence, Mass Incarceration, and a Road to Repair
2019
Danielle Sered

In a book Democracy Now! calls a “complete overhaul of the way we’ve been taught to think about
crime, punishment, and justice,” Danielle Sered, the executive director of Common Justice and
renowned expert on violence, offers pragmatic solutions that take the place of prison, meeting the
needs of survivors and creating pathways for people who have committed violence to repair harm.
Critically, Sered argues that reckoning is owed not only on the part of individuals who have caused
violence, but also by our nation for its overreliance on incarceration to produce safety—at a great
cost to communities, survivors, racial equity, and the very fabric of our democracy.

Although over half the people incarcerated in America today have committed violent offenses, the
focus of reformers has been almost entirely on nonviolent and drug offenses. Called “innovative” and
“truly remarkable” by The Atlantic and “a top-notch entry into the burgeoning incarceration debate”
by Kirkus Reviews, Sered’s Until We Reckon argues with searing force and clarity that our
communities are safer the less we rely on prisons and jails as a solution for wrongdoing.

Sered asks us to reconsider the purposes of incarceration and argues persuasively that the needs of
survivors of violent crime are better met by asking people who commit violence to accept
responsibility for their actions and make amends in ways that are meaningful to those they have
hurt—none of which happens in the context of a criminal trial or a prison sentence.

The Color of Compromise: The Truth About the American Church’s Complicity in Racism
2019
Jamar Tisby

The Color of Compromise takes readers on a historical journey: from America’s early colonial days
through slavery and the Civil War, covering the tragedy of Jim Crow laws and the victories of the
Civil Rights era, to today’s Black Lives Matter movement. Author Jemar Tisby reveals the
obvious—and the far more subtle—ways the American church has compromised what the Bible
teaches about human dignity and equality.

Tisby uncovers the roots of sustained injustice in the American church, highlighting the cultural and
institutional tables that need to be turned in order to bring about real and lasting progress between
black and white people. Through a story-driven survey of American Christianity’s racial past, he
exposes the concrete and chilling ways people of faith have actively worked against racial justice, as
well as the deafening silence of the white evangelical majority. Tisby shows that while there has
been progress in fighting racism, historically the majority of the American church has failed to speak
out against this evil. This ongoing complicity is a stain upon the church, and sadly, it continues today.



Tisby does more than diagnose the problem, however. He charts a path forward with intriguing ideas
that further the conversation as he challenges us to reverse these patterns and systems of
complicity with bold, courageous, and immediate action. The Color of Compromise provides an
accurate diagnosis for a racially divided American church and suggests creative ways to foster a
more equitable and inclusive environment among God’s people.

The Sun Does Shine
2018
Anthony Ray Hinton

In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with two counts of capital murder in
Alabama. Stunned, confused, and only twenty–nine years old, Hinton knew that it was a case of
mistaken identity and believed that the truth would prove his innocence and ultimately set him free.

But with no money and a different system of justice for a poor black man in the South, Hinton was
sentenced to death by electrocution. He spent his first three years on Death Row at Holman State
Prison in agonizing silence―full of despair and anger toward all those who had sent an innocent
man to his death. But as Hinton realized and accepted his fate, he resolved not only to survive, but
find a way to live on Death Row. For the next twenty–seven years he was a beacon―transforming
not only his own spirit, but those of his fellow inmates, fifty–four of whom were executed mere feet
from his cell. With the help of civil rights attorney and bestselling author of Just Mercy, Bryan
Stevenson, Hinton won his release in 2015.

With a foreword by Stevenson, The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary testament to the power of
hope sustained through the darkest times. Destined to be a classic memoir of wrongful imprisonment
and freedom won, Hinton’s memoir tells his dramatic thirty–year journey and shows how you can
take away a man’s freedom, but you can’t take away his imagination, humor, or joy.

One Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression is Destroying our Democracy
2018
Carol Anderson

In her New York Times bestseller White Rage, Carol Anderson laid bare an insidious history of
policies that have systematically impeded black progress in America, from 1865 to our combustible
present. With One Person, No Vote, she chronicles a related history: the rollbacks to African
American participation in the vote since the 2013 Supreme Court decision that eviscerated the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. Known as the Shelby ruling, this decision effectively allowed districts with
a demonstrated history of racial discrimination to change voting requirements without approval from
the Department of Justice.

Focusing on the aftermath of Shelby, Anderson follows the astonishing story of government-dictated
racial discrimination unfolding before our very eyes as more and more states adopt voter
suppression laws. In gripping, enlightening detail she explains how voter suppression works, from
photo ID requirements to gerrymandering to poll closures. And with vivid characters, she explores



the resistance: the organizing, activism, and court battles to restore the basic right to vote to all
Americans.

So You Want to Talk about Race
2018
Ijeoma Oluo

In this New York Times bestseller, Ijeoma Oluo explores the complex reality of today's racial
landscape--from white privilege and police brutality to systemic discrimination and the Black Lives
Matter movement--offering straightforward clarity that readers need to contribute to the dismantling
of the racial divide.

In So You Want to Talk About Race, Editor at Large of The Establishment Ijeoma Oluo offers a
contemporary, accessible take on the racial landscape in America, addressing head-on such issues
as privilege, police brutality, intersectionality, micro-aggressions, the Black Lives Matter movement,
and the "N" word. Perfectly positioned to bridge the gap between people of color and white
Americans struggling with race complexities, Oluo answers the questions readers don't dare ask,
and explains the concepts that continue to elude everyday Americans.

Oluo is an exceptional writer with a rare ability to be straightforward, funny, and effective in her
coverage of sensitive, hyper-charged issues in America. Her messages are passionate but finely
tuned and crystalize ideas that would otherwise be vague by empowering them with aha-moment
clarity. Her writing brings to mind voices like Ta-Nehisi Coates, Roxane Gay, Jessica Valenti in Full
Frontal Feminism, and a young Gloria Naylor, particularly in Naylor's seminal essay "The Meaning of
a Word."

Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America
2018
Jennifer Harvey

With a foreword by Tim Wise, Raising White Kids is for families, churches, educators, and
communities who want to equip their children to be active and able participants in a society that is
becoming one of the most racially diverse in the world while remaining full of racial tensions. For
white people who are committed to equity and justice, living in a nation that remains racially unjust
and deeply segregated creates unique conundrums.

These conundrums begin early in life and impact the racial development of white children in powerful
ways. What can we do within our homes, communities and schools? Should we teach our children to
be “colorblind”? Or, should we teach them to notice race? What roles do we want to equip them to
play in addressing racism when they encounter it? What strategies will help our children learn to
function well in a diverse nation?



Talking about race means naming the reality of white privilege and hierarchy. How do we talk about
race honestly, then, without making our children feel bad about being white? Most importantly, how
do we do any of this in age-appropriate ways?

While a great deal of public discussion exists in regard to the impact of race and racism on children
of color, meaningful dialogue about and resources for understanding the impact of race on white
children are woefully absent. Raising White Kids steps into that void.

Reconstructing the Gospel: Finding Freedom from Slaveholder Religion
2018
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove

Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove grew up in the Bible Belt in the American South as a faithful
church-going Christian. But he gradually came to realize that the gospel his Christianity proclaimed
was not good news for everybody. The same Christianity that sang, "Amazing grace, how sweet the
sound" also perpetuated racial injustice and white supremacy in the name of Jesus. His Christianity,
he discovered, was the religion of the slaveholder.

Just as Reconstruction after the Civil War worked to repair a desperately broken society, our
compromised Christianity requires a spiritual reconstruction that undoes the injustices of the past.
Wilson-Hartgrove traces his journey from the religion of the slaveholder to the Christianity of Christ.
Reconstructing the gospel requires facing the pain of the past and present, from racial blindness to
systemic abuses of power. Grappling seriously with troubling history and theology, Wilson-Hartgrove
recovers the subversiveness of the gospel that sustained the church through centuries of slavery
and oppression, from the civil rights era to the Black Lives Matter movement and beyond.

When the gospel is reconstructed, freedom rings both for individuals and for society as a whole.
Discover how Jesus continues to save us from ourselves and each other, to repair the breach and
heal our land.

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism
2018
Robin DiAngelo
In this “vital, necessary, and beautiful book” (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist educator Robin
DiAngelo deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to understand racism as
a practice not restricted to ‘bad people’ (Claudia Rankine). Referring to the defensive moves that
white people make when challenged racially, white fragility is characterized by emotions such as
anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including argumentation and silence. These behaviors, in
turn, function to reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-racial dialogue.
In this in-depth exploration, DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, how it protects racial
inequality, and what we can do to engage more constructively.

I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness
2018



Austin Channing Brown

Austin Channing Brown's first encounter with a racialized America came at age 7, when she
discovered her parents named her Austin to deceive future employers into thinking she was a white
man. Growing up in majority-white schools, organizations, and churches, Austin writes, "I had to
learn what it means to love blackness," a journey that led to a lifetime spent navigating America's
racial divide as a writer, speaker and expert who helps organizations practice genuine inclusion.

In a time when nearly all institutions (schools, churches, universities, businesses) claim to value
"diversity" in their mission statements, I'm Still Here is a powerful account of how and why our
actions so often fall short of our words. Austin writes in breathtaking detail about her journey to
self-worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts at racial justice, in stories that bear witness to the
complexity of America's social fabric--from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools in the
middle-class suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at majority-white organizations.

For readers who have engaged with America's legacy on race through the writing of Ta-Nehisi
Coates and Michael Eric Dyson, I'm Still Here is an illuminating look at how white, middle-class,
Evangelicalism has participated in an era of rising racial hostility, inviting the reader to confront
apathy, recognize God's ongoing work in the world, and discover how blackness--if we let it--can
save us all.

My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Trauma and the Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and
Bodies
2017
Resmaa Menakem
In this groundbreaking book, therapist Resmaa Menakem examines the damage caused by racism
in America from the perspective of trauma and body-centered psychology.

The body is where our instincts reside and where we fight, flee, or freeze, and it endures the trauma
inflicted by the ills that plague society. Menakem argues this destruction will continue until Americans
learn to heal the generational anguish of white supremacy, which is deeply embedded in all our
bodies. Our collective agony doesn't just affect African Americans. White Americans suffer their own
secondary trauma as well. So do blue Americans—our police.

My Grandmother's Hands is a call to action for all of us to recognize that racism is not only about the
head, but about the body, and introduces an alternative view of what we can do to grow beyond our
entrenched racialized divide.

● Paves the way for a new, body-centered understanding of white supremacy—how it is
literally in our blood and our nervous system.

● Offers a step-by-step healing process based on the latest neuroscience and somatic
healing methods, in addition to incisive social commentary.



Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America
2017
Ibram X. Kendi
Some Americans insist that we're living in a post-racial society. But racist thought is not just alive and
well in America--it is more sophisticated and more insidious than ever. And as award-winning
historian Ibram X. Kendi argues, racist ideas have a long and lingering history, one in which nearly
every great American thinker is complicit.

In this deeply researched and fast-moving narrative, Kendi chronicles the entire story of anti-black
racist ideas and their staggering power over the course of American history. He uses the life stories
of five major American intellectuals to drive this history: Puritan minister Cotton Mather, Thomas
Jefferson, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, W.E.B. Du Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis.

As Kendi shows, racist ideas did not arise from ignorance or hatred. They were created to justify and
rationalize deeply entrenched discriminatory policies and the nation's racial inequities.

In shedding light on this history, Stamped from the Beginning offers us the tools we need to expose
racist thinking. In the process, he gives us reason to hope.

Fearless Dialogues: A New Movement for Justice
2017
Gregory Ellison

Drawing on all the community's collective voices--from "doctors to drug dealers"--Fearless Dialogues
is a groundbreaking program that seeks real solutions to problems of chronic unemployment,
violence, and hopelessness. In cities around the United States and now the world, the program's
founder, Gregory C. Ellison, and his team create conversations among community members who
have never spoken to one another, the goal of which are real, implementable, and lasting changes to
the life of the community.

These community transformations are based on both face-to-face encounters and substantive
analysis of the problems the community faces. In Fearless Dialogues: A New Movement for Justice,
Ellison makes this same kind of analysis available to readers, walking them through the steps that
must be taken to find common ground in our divided communities and then to implement genuine
and lasting change.

Who Lynched Willie Earle?: Preaching to Confront Racism
2017
Will Willimon

Pastors and leaders long to speak an effective biblical word into the contemporary social crisis of
racial violence and black pain. They need a no-nonsense strategy rooted in actual ecclesial life,
illuminated in this fine book by a trustworthy guide, Will Willimon, who uses the true story of pastor
Hawley Lynn’s March of 1947 sermon, “Who Lynched Willie Earle?” as an opportunity to respond to



the last lynching in Greenville, South Carolina and its implications for a more faithful proclamation of
the Gospel today.

By hearing black pain, naming white complicity, critiquing American exceptionalism/civil religion,
inviting/challenging the church to respond, and attending to the voices of African American pastors
and leaders, this book helps pastors of white, mainline Protestant churches preach effectively in
situations of racial violence and dis-ease.

Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria
2017 (revised)
Beverly Daniel Tatum

Walk into any racially mixed high school and you will see Black, White, and Latino youth clustered in
their own groups. Is this self-segregation a problem to address or a coping strategy? Beverly Daniel
Tatum, a renowned authority on the psychology of racism, argues that straight talk about our racial
identities is essential if we are serious about enabling communication across racial and ethnic
divides. These topics have only become more urgent as the national conversation about race is
increasingly acrimonious. This fully revised edition is essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand the dynamics of race in America.

White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide
2016
Carol Anderson

From the Civil War to our combustible present, White Rage reframes our continuing conversation
about race, chronicling the powerful forces opposed to black progress in America--now in paperback
with a new afterword by the author, acclaimed historian Carol Anderson.

As Ferguson, Missouri, erupted in August 2014, and media commentators across the ideological
spectrum referred to the angry response of African Americans as “black rage,” historian Carol
Anderson wrote a remarkable op-ed in The Washington Post suggesting that this was, instead,
"white rage at work. With so much attention on the flames," she argued, "everyone had ignored the
kindling."

Since 1865 and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, every time African Americans have
made advances towards full participation in our democracy, white reaction has fueled a deliberate
and relentless rollback of their gains. The end of the Civil War and Reconstruction was greeted with
the Black Codes and Jim Crow; the Supreme Court's landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education
decision was met with the shutting down of public schools throughout the South while taxpayer
dollars financed segregated white private schools; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act
of 1965 triggered a coded but powerful response, the so-called Southern Strategy and the War on
Drugs that disenfranchised millions of African Americans while propelling presidents Nixon and
Reagan into the White House, and then the election of America's first black President, led to the
expression of white rage that has been as relentless as it has been brutal.



Carefully linking these and other historical flashpoints when social progress for African Americans
was countered by deliberate and cleverly crafted opposition, Anderson pulls back the veil that has
long covered actions made in the name of protecting democracy, fiscal responsibility, or protection
against fraud, rendering visible the long lineage of white rage. Compelling and dramatic in the
unimpeachable history it relates, White Rage will add an important new dimension to the national
conversation about race in America

Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race
2016
Debby Irving

For twenty-five years, Debby Irving sensed inexplicable racial tensions in her personal and
professional relationships. As a colleague and neighbor, she worried about offending people she
dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator, she didn't understand why her diversity efforts
lacked traction. As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students and families of color
left her wondering what she was missing. Then, in 2009, one "aha!" moment launched an adventure
of discovery and insight that drastically shifted her worldview and upended her life plan. In Waking
Up White, Irving tells her often cringe-worthy story with such openness that readers will turn every
page rooting for her-and ultimately for all of us.

America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege and the Bridge to a New America
2016
Jim Wallis

America's problem with race has deep roots, with the country's foundation tied to the near
extermination of one race of people and the enslavement of another. Racism is truly our nation's
original sin.

"It's time we right this unacceptable wrong," says bestselling author and leading Christian
activist Jim Wallis. Fifty years ago, Wallis was driven away from his faith by a white church that
considered dealing with racism to be taboo. His participation in the civil rights movement
brought him back when he discovered a faith that commands racial justice. Yet as recent
tragedies confirm, we continue to suffer from the legacy of racism. The old patterns of white
privilege are colliding with the changing demographics of a diverse nation. The church has been
slow to respond, and Sunday morning is still the most segregated hour of the week.

In America's Original Sin, Wallis offers a prophetic and deeply personal call to action in
overcoming the racism so ingrained in American society. He speaks candidly to
Christians--particularly white Christians--urging them to cross a new bridge toward racial justice
and healing.

Whenever divided cultures and gridlocked power structures fail to end systemic sin, faith
communities can help lead the way to grassroots change. Probing yet positive, biblically rooted



yet highly practical, this book shows people of faith how they can work together to overcome the
embedded racism in America, galvanizing a movement to cross the bridge to a multiracial
church and a new America.

Between the World and Me
2015
Ta-Nehisi Coates

In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the
most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of
“race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and
men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and
murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it?
And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden?

Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his
adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth
about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to
Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living
rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from
personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World
and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision
for a way forward.

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption
2014
Bryan Stevenson

Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice
dedicated to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and
women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first
cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder
he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination,
and legal brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever.

Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age,
a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion
in the pursuit of true justice.

Dear White Christians
2014
Jennifer Harvey



In this provocative book Jennifer Harvey argues for a radical shift in how justice-committed white
Christians think about race. She calls for moving away from the reconciliation paradigm that
currently dominates interracial relations and embracing instead a reparations paradigm.

Harvey presents an insightful historical analysis of the painful fissures that emerged among activist
Christians toward the end of the Civil Rights movement, and she shows the necessity of bringing
"white" racial identity into clear view in order to counter today's oppressive social structures.

A deeply constructive, hopeful work, Dear White Christians will help readers envision new racial
possibilities, including concrete examples of contemporary reparations initiatives. This book is for
any who care about the gospel call to justice but feel stuck trying to get there, given the ongoing
prevalence of deep racial divisions in the church and society at large.

Citizen: An American Lyric
2014
Claudia Rankine

A provocative meditation on race, Claudia Rankine's long-awaited follow up to her groundbreaking
book Don't Let Me Be Lonely: An American Lyric.

Claudia Rankine's bold new book recounts mounting racial aggressions in ongoing encounters in
twenty-first-century daily life and in the media. Some of these encounters are slights, seeming slips
of the tongue, and some are intentional offensives in the classroom, at the supermarket, at home, on
the tennis court with Serena Williams and the soccer field with Zinedine Zidane, online, on
TV-everywhere, all the time. The accumulative stresses come to bear on a person's ability to speak,
perform, and stay alive. Our addressability is tied to the state of our belonging, Rankine argues, as
are our assumptions and expectations of citizenship. In essay, image, and poetry, Citizen is a
powerful testament to the individual and collective effects of racism in our contemporary, often
named "post-race" society.

The Christian Imagination: Theology and the Origins of Race
2011
Willie James Jennings

Why has Christianity, a religion premised upon neighborly love, failed in its attempts to heal social
divisions?  In this ambitious and wide-ranging work, Willie James Jennings delves deep into the late
medieval soil in which the modern Christian imagination grew, to reveal how Christianity’s highly
refined process of socialization has inadvertently created and maintained segregated societies.   A
probing study of the cultural fragmentation—social, spatial, and racial—that took root in the Western
mind, this book shows how Christianity has consistently forged Christian nations rather than
encouraging genuine communion between disparate groups and individuals.

Weaving together the stories of Zurara, the royal chronicler of Prince Henry, the Jesuit theologian
Jose de Acosta, the famed Anglican Bishop John William Colenso, and the former slave writer
Olaudah Equiano, Jennings narrates a tale of loss, forgetfulness, and missed opportunities for the



transformation of Christian communities.  Touching on issues of slavery, geography, Native American
history, Jewish-Christian relations, literacy, and translation, he brilliantly exposes how the loss of land
and the supersessionist ideas behind the Christian missionary movement are both deeply implicated
in the invention of race.

Using his bold, creative, and courageous critique to imagine a truly cosmopolitan citizenship that
transcends geopolitical, nationalist, ethnic, and racial boundaries, Jennings charts, with great vision,
new ways of imagining ourselves, our communities, and the landscapes we inhabit.

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration
2011
Isabel Wilkerson

From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost six million people changed the face of America. Wilkerson
compares this epic migration to the migrations of other peoples in history. She interviewed more than
a thousand people, and gained access to new data and official records, to write this definitive and
vividly dramatic account of how these American journeys unfolded, altering our cities, our country,
and ourselves.

With stunning historical detail, Wilkerson tells this story through the lives of three unique individuals:
Ida Mae Gladney, who in 1937 left sharecropping and prejudice in Mississippi for Chicago, where
she achieved quiet blue-collar success and, in old age, voted for Barack Obama when he ran for an
Illinois Senate seat; sharp and quick-tempered George Starling, who in 1945 fled Florida for Harlem,
where he endangered his job fighting for civil rights, saw his family fall, and finally found peace in
God; and Robert Foster, who left Louisiana in 1953 to pursue a medical career, the personal
physician to Ray Charles as part of a glitteringly successful medical career, which allowed him to
purchase a grand home where he often threw exuberant parties.

Wilkerson brilliantly captures their first treacherous and exhausting cross-country trips by car and
train and their new lives in colonies that grew into ghettos, as well as how they changed these cities
with southern food, faith, and culture and improved them with discipline, drive, and hard work. Both a
riveting microcosm and a major assessment, The Warmth of Other Suns is a bold, remarkable, and
riveting work, a superb account of an “unrecognized immigration” within our own land. Through the
breadth of its narrative, the beauty of the writing, the depth of its research, and the fullness of the
people and lives portrayed herein, this book is destined to become a classic.

White Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son
2011
Tim Wise

With a new preface and updated chapters, White Like Me is one-part memoir, one-part polemical
essay collection. It is a personal examination of the way in which racial privilege shapes the daily
lives of white Americans in every realm: employment, education, housing, criminal justice, and
elsewhere.



Using stories from his own life, Tim Wise demonstrates the ways in which racism not only burdens
people of color, but also benefits, in relative terms, those who are “white like him.” He discusses how
racial privilege can harm whites in the long run and make progressive social change less likely. He
explores the ways in which whites can challenge their unjust privileges, and explains in clear and
convincing language why it is in the best interest of whites themselves to do so. Using anecdotes
instead of stale statistics, Wise weaves a narrative that is at once readable and yet scholarly,
analytical and yet accessible.

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness
2010
Michelle Alexander

Seldom does a book have the impact of Michelle Alexander's The New Jim Crow. Since it was first
published in 2010, it has been cited in judicial decisions and has been adopted in campus-wide and
community-wide reads; it helped inspire the creation of the Marshall Project and the new $100
million Art for Justice Fund; it has been the winner of numerous prizes, including the prestigious
NAACP Image Award; and it has spent nearly 250 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list.

Most important of all, it has spawned a whole generation of criminal justice reform activists and
organizations motivated by Michelle Alexander's unforgettable argument that "we have not ended
racial caste in America; we have merely redesigned it." As the Birmingham Newsproclaimed, it is
"undoubtedly the most important book published in this century about the U.S."

Now, ten years after it was first published, The New Press is proud to issue a tenth-anniversary
edition with a new preface by Michelle Alexander that discusses the impact the book has had and
the state of the criminal justice reform movement today.

God of the Oppressed
1997
James H. Cone

In his reflections on God, Jesus, suffering, and liberation, James H. Cone relates the gospel
message to the experience of the black community. But a wider theme of the book is the role that
social and historical context plays in framing the questions we address to God as well as the mode
of the answers provided.

Jesus and the Disinherited
1996
Howard Thurman

In this classic theological treatise, the acclaimed theologian and religious leader Howard Thurman
(1900-1981) demonstrates how the gospel may be read as a manual of resistance for the poor and
disenfranchised. Jesus is a partner in the pain of the oppressed and the example of His life offers a
solution to ending the descent into moral nihilism. Hatred does not empower--it decays. Only through
self-love and love of one another can God's justice prevail.



The Fire Next Time
1963
James Baldwin

A national bestseller when it first appeared in 1963, The Fire Next Time galvanized the nation and
gave passionate voice to the emerging civil rights movement. At once a powerful evocation of James
Baldwin's early life in Harlem and a disturbing examination of the consequences of racial injustice,
the book is an intensely personal and provocative document. It consists of two "letters," written on
the occasion of the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation, that exhort Americans, both black
and white, to attack the terrible legacy of racism. Described by The New York Times Book Review as
"sermon, ultimatum, confession, deposition, testament, and chronicle...all presented in searing,
brilliant prose," The Fire Next Time stands as a classic of our literature.

Memoir
You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey: Crazy Stories About Racism
2021
Amber Ruffin & Lacey Lamar
Now a writer and performer on Late Night with Seth Meyers and host of The Amber Ruffin Show,
Amber Ruffin lives in New York, where she is no one's First Black Friend and everyone is, as she
puts it, "stark raving normal." But Amber's sister Lacey? She's still living in their home state of
Nebraska, and trust us, you'll never believe what happened to Lacey.

From racist donut shops to strangers putting their whole hand in her hair, from being mistaken for a
prostitute to being mistaken for Harriet Tubman, Lacey is a lightning rod for hilariously ridiculous yet
all-too-real anecdotes. She's the perfect mix of polite, beautiful, petite, and Black that apparently
makes people think "I can say whatever I want to this woman." And now, Amber and Lacey share
these entertainingly horrifying stories through their laugh-out-loud sisterly banter. Painfully relatable
or shockingly eye-opening (depending on how often you have personally been followed by security
at department stores), this book tackles modern-day racism with the perfect balance of levity and
gravity.

Motherhood So White: A Memoir of Race, Gender, and Parenting in America
2019
Nefertiti Austin

Nefertiti Austin shares her story of starting a family through adoption as a single Black woman. In
this unflinching account of her parenting journey, Nefertiti examines the history of adoption in the
African American community, faces off against stereotypes of single Black moms, and confronts the
reality of what it looks like to raise children of color and answer their questions about racism in
modern-day America.

Honest, vulnerable, and uplifting, Motherhood So White is a fantastic book for mothers who have
read White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo, Stamped from the Beginning by Ibram X. Kendi, Why Are All
The Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? by Beverly Daniel Tatum, or other books about



racism and want to see how these social issues play out in a very personal way for a single mom
and her Black son.

This great book club read explores social and cultural bias, gives a new perspective on a familiar
experience, and sparks meaningful conversations about what it looks like for Black families in white
America today.

Memoir of a Race Traitor: Fighting Racism in the American South
2019 (reprint)
Mab Segrest

In 1994, Mab Segrest first explained how she "had become a woman haunted by the dead." Against
a backdrop of nine generations of her family's history, Segrest explored her experiences in the 1980s
as a white lesbian organizing against a virulent far-right movement in North Carolina.

Memoir of a Race Traitor became a classic text of white antiracist practice. bell hooks called it a
"courageous and daring [example of] the reality that political solidarity, forged in struggle, can exist
across differences." Adrienne Rich wrote that it was "a unique document and thoroughly fascinating."
Juxtaposing childhood memories with contemporary events, Segrest described her journey into the
heart of her culture, finally veering from its trajectory of violence toward hope and renewal. Now,
amid our current national crisis driven by an increasingly apocalyptic white supremacist movement,
Segrest returns with an updated edition of her classic book. With a new introduction and afterword
that explore what has transpired with the far right since its publication, the book brings us into the
age of Trump—and to what can and must be done.

Called "a true delight" and a "must-read" (Minnesota Review), Memoir of a Race Traitor is an
inspiring and politically potent book. With brand-new power and relevance in 2019, this is a book that
far transcends its genre.

Heavy
2018
Kiese Laymon

In Heavy, Laymon writes eloquently and honestly about growing up a hard-headed black son to a
complicated and brilliant black mother in Jackson, Mississippi. From his early experiences of sexual
violence, to his suspension from college, to time in New York as a college professor, Laymon charts
his complex relationship with his mother, grandmother, anorexia, obesity, sex, writing, and ultimately
gambling. Heavy is a “gorgeous, gutting…generous” (The New York Times) memoir that combines
personal stories with piercing intellect to reflect both on the strife of American society and on
Laymon’s experiences with abuse. By attempting to name secrets and lies he and his mother spent
a lifetime avoiding, he asks us to confront the terrifying possibility that few in this nation actually
know how to responsibly love, and even fewer want to live under the weight of actually becoming
free.

“A book for people who appreciated Roxane Gay’s memoir Hunger” (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel),
Heavy is defiant yet vulnerable, an insightful, often comical exploration of weight, identity, art,



friendship, and family through years of haunting implosions and long reverberations. “You won’t be
able to put [this memoir] down…It is packed with reminders of how black dreams get skewed and
deferred, yet are also pregnant with the possibility that a kind of redemption may lie in intimate
grappling with black realities” (The Atlantic).

Walking in the Wind
2015
John Lewis

The award-winning national bestseller, Walking with the Wind, is one of our most important records
of the American civil rights movement. Told by John Lewis, who Cornel West calls a “national
treasure,” this is a gripping first-hand account of the fight for civil rights and the courage it takes to
change a nation.

In 1957, a teenaged boy named John Lewis left a cotton farm in Alabama for Nashville, the epicenter
of the struggle for civil rights in America. Lewis’s adherence to nonviolence guided that critical time
and established him as one of the movement’s most charismatic and courageous leaders. Lewis’s
leadership in the Nashville Movement—a student-led effort to desegregate the city of Nashville using
sit-in techniques based on the teachings of Gandhi—set the tone for major civil rights campaigns of
the 1960s. Lewis traces his role in the pivotal Selma marches, Bloody Sunday, and the Freedom
Rides. Inspired by his mentor, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Lewis’s vision and perseverance altered
history. In 1986, he ran and won a congressional seat in Georgia, and remains in office to this day,
continuing to enact change.

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates
2011
Wes Moore
Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up
fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street
corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a
Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other
ended up a convicted murderer serving a life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating
book, sets out to answer this profound question. In alternating narratives that take readers from
heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of
a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.

"The chilling truth is that his story could have been mine. The tragedy is that my story could have
been his."

Southern History
The Lost Education of Horace Tate: Uncovering the Hidden Heroes Who Fought for Justice in
Schools
2020
Vanessa Siddle Walker



This "well-told and inspiring" story (Publishers Weekly, starred review) is the monumental product of
Lillian Smith Book Award–winning author Vanessa Siddle Walker's two-decade investigation into the
clandestine travels and meetings―with other educators, Dr. King, Georgia politicians, and even U.S.
presidents―of one Dr. Horace Tate, a former Georgia school teacher, principal, and state senator. In
a sweeping work "that reads like a companion piece to 'Hidden Figures,'" (Atlanta
Journal-Constitution), post-Brown generations will encounter invaluable lessons for today from the
educators behind countless historical battles―in courtrooms, schools, and communities―for the
quality education of black children.

For two years, an aging Tate told Siddle Walker fascinating stories about a lifetime advocating for
racial justice in schools. On his deathbed, he asked her return to his office in Atlanta, where upon his
passing she discovered an attic filled with a massive archive documenting the underground actors
and covert strategies behind the most significant era of the fight for educational justice. Until now,
the courageous tale of how black Americans in the South won so much and subsequently fell so far
has been incomplete. The Lost Education of Horace Tateis "a powerful reminder of the link between
educators and the struggle for equality and justice in American history" (The Wall Street Journal).

Sisters & Rebels: A Struggle for the Soul of America
2019
Jacquelyn Dowd Hall

Descendants of a prominent slaveholding family, Elizabeth, Grace, and Katharine Lumpkin grew up
in a culture of white supremacy. But while Elizabeth remained a lifelong believer, her younger sisters
chose vastly different lives. Seeking their fortunes in the North, Grace and Katharine reinvented
themselves as radical thinkers whose literary works and organizing efforts brought the nation’s
attention to issues of region, race, and labor.

In Sisters and Rebels, National Humanities Award–winning historian Jacquelyn Dowd Hall follows
the divergent paths of the Lumpkin sisters, who were “estranged and yet forever entangled” by their
mutual obsession with the South. Tracing the wounds and unsung victories of the past through to the
contemporary moment, Hall revives a buried tradition of Southern expatriation and progressivism;
explores the lost, revolutionary zeal of the early twentieth century; and muses on the fraught ties of
sisterhood.

Grounded in decades of research, the family’s private papers, and interviews with Katharine and
Grace, Sisters and Rebels unfolds an epic narrative of American history through the lives and works
of three Southern women.

Blood Moon: An American Epic of War and Splendor in the Cherokee Nation
2018
John Sedgwick

“A vigorous, well-written book that distills a complex history to a clash between two men without
oversimplifying” (Kirkus Reviews), Blood Moon is the story of the feud between two rival Cherokee
chiefs from the early years of the United States through the infamous Trail of Tears and into the Civil



War. Their enmity would lead to war, forced removal from their homeland, and the devastation of a
once-proud nation.

One of the men, known as The Ridge—short for He Who Walks on Mountaintops—is a fearsome
warrior who speaks no English, but whose exploits on the battlefield are legendary. The other, John
Ross, is descended from Scottish traders and looks like one: a pale, unimposing half-pint who wears
modern clothes and speaks not a word of Cherokee. At first, the two men are friends and allies who
negotiate with almost every American president from George Washington through Abraham Lincoln.
But as the threat to their land and their people grows more dire, they break with each other on the
subject of removal.

In Blood Moon, John Sedgwick restores the Cherokee to their rightful place in American history in a
dramatic saga that informs much of the country’s mythic past today. Fueled by meticulous research
in contemporary diaries and journals, newspaper reports, and eyewitness accounts—and
Sedgwick’s own extensive travels within Cherokee lands from the Southeast to Oklahoma—it is “a
wild ride of a book—fascinating, chilling, and enlightening—that explains the removal of the
Cherokee as one of the central dramas of our country” (Ian Frazier).

Populated with heroes and scoundrels of all varieties, this is a richly evocative portrait of the
Cherokee that is destined to become the defining book on this extraordinary people.

Barracoon: The Story of the Last “Black Cargo”
2018
Zora Neale Hurston

In 1927, Zora Neale Hurston went to Plateau, Alabama, just outside Mobile, to interview
eighty-six-year-old Cudjo Lewis. Of the millions of men, women, and children transported from Africa
to America as slaves, Cudjo was then the only person alive to tell the story of this integral part of the
nation’s history. Hurston was there to record Cudjo’s firsthand account of the raid that led to his
capture and bondage fifty years after the Atlantic slave trade was outlawed in the United States.

In 1931, Hurston returned to Plateau, the African-centric community three miles from Mobile founded
by Cudjo and other former slaves from his ship. Spending more than three months there, she talked
in depth with Cudjo about the details of his life. During those weeks, the young writer and the elderly
formerly enslaved man ate peaches and watermelon that grew in the backyard and talked about
Cudjo’s past—memories from his childhood in Africa, the horrors of being captured and held in a
barracoon for selection by American slavers, the harrowing experience of the Middle Passage
packed with more than 100 other souls aboard the Clotilda, and the years he spent in slavery until
the end of the Civil War.

Based on those interviews, featuring Cudjo’s unique vernacular, and written from Hurston’s
perspective with the compassion and singular style that have made her one of the preeminent
American authors of the twentieth-century, Barracoon masterfully illustrates the tragedy of slavery
and of one life forever defined by it. Offering insight into the pernicious legacy that continues to haunt



us all, black and white, this poignant and powerful work is an invaluable contribution to our shared
history and culture.

Natives
The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: Native America from 1890 to the Present
2019
David Treuer

The received idea of Native American history—as promulgated by books like Dee Brown's
mega-bestselling 1970 Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee—has been that American Indian history
essentially ended with the 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee. Not only did one hundred fifty Sioux
die at the hands of the U. S. Cavalry, the sense was, but Native civilization did as well.
Growing up Ojibwe on a reservation in Minnesota, training as an anthropologist, and researching
Native life past and present for his nonfiction and novels, David Treuer has uncovered a different
narrative. Because they did not disappear—and not despite but rather because of their intense
struggles to preserve their language, their traditions, their families, and their very existence—the
story of American Indians since the end of the nineteenth century to the present is one of
unprecedented resourcefulness and reinvention.

In The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee, Treuer melds history with reportage and memoir. Tracing the
tribes' distinctive cultures from first contact, he explores how the depredations of each era spawned
new modes of survival. The devastating seizures of land gave rise to increasingly sophisticated legal
and political maneuvering that put the lie to the myth that Indians don't know or care about property.
The forced assimilation of their children at government-run boarding schools incubated a unifying
Native identity. Conscription in the US military and the pull of urban life brought Indians into the
mainstream and modern times, even as it steered the emerging shape of self-rule and spawned a
new generation of resistance. The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee is the essential, intimate story of a
resilient people in a transformative era.

Canyon Dreams: A Basketball Season on the Navajo Nation
2019
Michael Powell
Deep in the heart of northern Arizona, in a small and isolated patch of the vast 17.5-million-acre
Navajo reservation, sits Chinle High School. Here, basketball is passion, passed from grandparent to
parent to child. Rez Ball is a sport for winters where dark and cold descend fast and there is little
else to do but roam mesa tops, work, and wonder what the future holds. The town has 4,500
residents and the high school arena seats 7,000. Fans drive thirty, fifty, even eighty miles to see the
fast-paced and highly competitive matchups that are more than just games to players and fans.

Celebrated Times journalist Michael Powell brings us a narrative of triumph and hardship, a moving
story about a basketball team on a Navajo reservation that shows how important sports can be to
youths in struggling communities, and the transcendent magic and painful realities that confront
Native Americans living on reservations. This book details his season-long immersion in the team,
town, and culture, in which there were exhilarating wins, crushing losses, and conversations on long
bus rides across the desert about dreams of  leaving home and the fear of the same.



God is Red: A Native View of Religion
2003 (30th anniversary edition)
Vine Deloria, Jr.

First published in 1972, Vine Deloria Jr.'s God Is Red remains the seminal work on Native religious
views, asking new questions about our species and our ultimate fate. Celebrating three decades in
publication with a special 30th-anniversary edition, this classic work reminds us to learn "that we are
a part of nature, not a transcendent species with no responsibilities to the natural world." It is time
again to listen to Vine Deloria Jr.'s powerful voice, telling us about religious life that is independent of
Christianity and that reveres the interconnectedness of all living things.

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West
1970
Dee Brown

First published in 1970, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee generated shockwaves with its frank and
heartbreaking depiction of the systematic annihilation of American Indian tribes across the western
frontier. In this nonfiction account, Dee Brown focuses on the betrayals, battles, and massacres
suffered by American Indians between 1860 and 1890. He tells of the many tribes and their
renowned chiefs—from Geronimo to Red Cloud, Sitting Bull to Crazy Horse—who struggled to
combat the destruction of their people and culture. Forcefully written and meticulously researched,
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee inspired a generation to take a second look at how the West was
won.

Custer Died for Your Sins: An Indian Manifesto
1969
Vine Deloria, Jr.
In his new preface to this paperback edition, the author observes, "The Indian world has changed so
substantially since the first publication of this book that some things contained in it seem new again."
Indeed, it seems that each generation of whites and Indians will have to read and reread Vine
Deloria’s Manifesto for some time to come, before we absorb his special, ironic Indian point of view
and what he tells us, with a great deal of humor, about U.S. race relations, federal bureaucracies,
Christian churches, and social scientists. This book continues to be required reading for all
Americans, whatever their special interest.

Islam
Islam
Muhammad: Forty Introductions
2019
Michael Muhammad Knight

He ranks among the most venerated historical figures in the world, as well as among the most
contested. Muhammad: Forty Introductions offers a distinct and nuanced take on the life and



teachings of the prophet Muhammad, using a traditional genre of Islamic literature called the forty
hadiths collection.

Hadiths are the reported sayings and actions of Muhammad that have been collected by the tens of
thousands throughout Islamic history. There is a tradition in which Muslim scholars take from this
vast textual ocean to compile their own smaller collections of forty hadiths, an act of curation that
allows them to present their particular understanding of Muhammad’s legacy and the essential points
of Islam.

Here, Michael Muhammad Knight offers forty narrations that provide windows into the diverse ways
in which Muslims envision Muhammad. He also examines his own relationship to Muslim traditions
while exploring such topics as law, mysticism, sectarianism, gender, and sexuality. By revealing the
Prophet to be an ongoing construction, he carefully unravels notions about Islam’s center and
margins.

Immigration
The Ungrateful Refugee: What Immigrants Never Tell You
2020
Dina Nayeri

Aged eight, Dina Nayeri fled Iran along with her mother and brother and lived in the crumbling shell
of an Italian hotel–turned–refugee camp. Eventually she was granted asylum in America. She settled
in Oklahoma, then made her way to Princeton University. In this book, Nayeri weaves together her
own vivid story with the stories of other refugees and asylum seekers in recent years, bringing us
inside their daily lives and taking us through the different stages of their journeys, from escape to
asylum to resettlement. In these pages, a couple fall in love over the phone, and women gather to
prepare the noodles that remind them of home. A closeted queer man tries to make his case
truthfully as he seeks asylum, and a translator attempts to help new arrivals present their stories to
officials.
Nayeri confronts notions like “the swarm,” and, on the other hand, “good” immigrants. She calls
attention to the harmful way in which Western governments privilege certain dangers over others.
With surprising and provocative questions, The Ungrateful Refugee challenges us to rethink how we
talk about the refugee crisis.

This Land is Our Land: An Immigrant’s Manifesto
2020
Suketu Mahta

There are few subjects in American life that prompt more discussion and controversy than
immigration. But do we really understand it? In This Land Is Our Land, the renowned author Suketu
Mehta attacks the issue head-on. Drawing on his own experience as an Indian-born teenager
growing up in New York City and on years of reporting around the world, Mehta subjects the
worldwide anti-immigrant backlash to withering scrutiny.



As he explains, the West is being destroyed not by immigrants but by the fear of immigrants. Mehta
juxtaposes the phony narratives of populist ideologues with the ordinary heroism of laborers,
nannies, and others, from Dubai to Queens, and explains why more people are on the move today
than ever before. As civil strife and climate change reshape large parts of the planet, it is little
surprise that borders have become so porous.

But Mehta also stresses the destructive legacies of colonialism and global inequality on large swaths
of the world: When today’s immigrants are asked, “Why are you here?” they can justly respond, “We
are here because you were there.” And now that they are here, as Mehta demonstrates, immigrants
bring great benefits, enabling countries and communities to flourish.

Impassioned, rigorous, and richly stocked with memorable stories and characters, This Land Is Our
Land is a timely and necessary intervention, and a literary polemic of the highest order.

Conditional Citizens: On Belonging in America
2020
Laila Lalami

What does it mean to be American? In this starkly illuminating and impassioned book, Pulitzer
Prize  –finalist Laila Lalami recounts her unlikely journey from Moroccan immigrant to U.S. citizen,
using it as a starting point for her exploration of the rights, liberties, and protections that are
traditionally associated with American citizenship. Tapping into history, politics, and literature, she
elucidates how accidents of birth—such as national origin, race, and gender—that once determined
the boundaries of Americanness still cast their shadows today.

Lalami poignantly illustrates how white supremacy survives through adaptation and legislation, with
the result that a caste system is maintained that keeps the modern equivalent of white male
landowners at the top of the social hierarchy. Conditional citizens, she argues, are all the people with
whom America embraces with one arm and pushes away with the other.

Brilliantly argued and deeply personal, Conditional Citizens weaves together Lalami’s own
experiences with explorations of the place of nonwhites in the broader American culture.

America for Americans: A History of Xenophobia in the United States
2019
Erika Lee

The United States is known as a nation of immigrants. But it is also a nation of xenophobia. In
America for Americans, Erika Lee shows that an irrational fear, hatred, and hostility toward
immigrants has been a defining feature of our nation from the colonial era to the Trump era.
Benjamin Franklin ridiculed Germans for their "strange and foreign ways." Americans' anxiety over
Irish Catholics turned xenophobia into a national political movement. Chinese immigrants were
excluded, Japanese incarcerated, and Mexicans deported.



Today, Americans fear Muslims, Latinos, and the so-called browning of America. Forcing us to
confront this history, Lee explains how xenophobia works, why it has endured, and how it threatens
America. Now updated with an afterword reflecting on how the coronavirus pandemic turbocharged
xenophobia, America for Americans is an urgent spur to action for any concerned citizen.

The Girl Who Smiled Beads
2018
Clemantine Wamariya & Elizabeth Weil

Clemantine Wamariya was six years old when her mother and father began to speak in whispers,
when neighbors began to disappear, and when she heard the loud, ugly sounds her brother said
were thunder. In 1994, she and her fifteen-year-old sister, Claire, fled the Rwandan massacre and
spent the next six years migrating through seven African countries, searching for safety—perpetually
hungry, imprisoned and abused, enduring and escaping refugee camps, finding unexpected
kindness, witnessing inhuman cruelty. They did not know whether their parents were dead or alive.

When Clemantine was twelve, she and her sister were granted refugee status in the United States;
there, in Chicago, their lives diverged. Though their bond remained unbreakable, Claire, who had for
so long protected and provided for Clemantine, was a single mother struggling to make ends meet,
while Clemantine was taken in by a family who raised her as their own. She seemed to live the
American dream: attending private school, taking up cheerleading, and, ultimately, graduating from
Yale. Yet the years of being treated as less than human, of going hungry and seeing death, could not
be erased. She felt at the same time six years old and one hundred years old.

In The Girl Who Smiled Beads, Clemantine provokes us to look beyond the label of “victim” and
recognize the power of the imagination to transcend even the most profound injuries and
aftershocks. Devastating yet beautiful, and bracingly original, it is a powerful testament to her
commitment to constructing a life on her own terms.

Education
We Want to do More Than Survive
2020
Bettina L. Love

Drawing on her life’s work of teaching and researching in urban schools, Bettina Love persuasively
argues that educators must teach students about racial violence, oppression, and how to make
sustainable change in their communities through radical civic initiatives and movements. She argues
that the US educational system is maintained by and profits from the suffering of children of color.
Instead of trying to repair a flawed system, educational reformers offer survival tactics in the forms of
test-taking skills, acronyms, grit labs, and character education, which Love calls the educational
survival complex.

To dismantle the educational survival complex and to achieve educational freedom—not merely
reform—teachers, parents, and community leaders must approach education with the imagination,
determination, boldness, and urgency of an abolitionist. Following in the tradition of activists like Ella



Baker, Bayard Rustin, and Fannie Lou Hamer, We Want to Do More Than Survive introduces an
alternative to traditional modes of educational reform and expands our ideas of civic engagement
and intersectional justice.

Books - Fiction
How Beautiful We Were
2021
Imbolo Mbue

We should have known the end was near. So begins Imbolo Mbue’s powerful second novel, How
Beautiful We Were. Set in the fictional African village of Kosawa, it tells of a people living in fear
amid environmental degradation wrought by an American oil company. Pipeline spills have rendered
farmlands infertile. Children are dying from drinking toxic water. Promises of cleanup and financial
reparations to the villagers are made—and ignored. The country’s government, led by a brazen
dictator, exists to serve its own interests. Left with few choices, the people of Kosawa decide to fight
back. Their struggle will last for decades and come at a steep price.

Told from the perspective of a generation of children and the family of a girl named Thula who grows
up to become a revolutionary, How Beautiful We Were is a masterful exploration of what happens
when the reckless drive for profit, coupled with the ghost of colonialism, comes up against one
community’s determination to hold on to its ancestral land and a young woman’s willingness to
sacrifice everything for the sake of her people’s freedom.

The Prophets
2021
Robert Jones, Jr.

Isaiah was Samuel's and Samuel was Isaiah's. That was the way it was since the beginning, and the
way it was to be until the end. In the barn they tended to the animals, but also to each other,
transforming the hollowed-out shed into a place of human refuge, a source of intimacy and hope in a
world ruled by vicious masters. But when an older man—a fellow slave—seeks to gain favor by
preaching the master's gospel on the plantation, the enslaved begin to turn on their own. Isaiah and
Samuel's love, which was once so simple, is seen as sinful and a clear danger to the plantation's
harmony.

With a lyricism reminiscent of Toni Morrison, Robert Jones, Jr., fiercely summons the voices of slaver
and enslaved alike, from Isaiah and Samuel to the calculating slave master to the long line of women
that surround them, women who have carried the soul of the plantation on their shoulders. As
tensions build and the weight of centuries—of ancestors and future generations to
come—culminates in a climactic reckoning, The Prophets masterfully reveals the pain and suffering
of inheritance, but is also shot through with hope, beauty, and truth, portraying the enormous, heroic
power of love.



Concrete Rose
2021
Angie Thomas

If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, it’s that a real man takes care of his
family. As the son of a former gang legend, Mav does that the only way he knows how: dealing for
the King Lords. With this money he can help his mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison.

Life’s not perfect, but with a fly girlfriend and a cousin who always has his back, Mav’s got everything
under control.

Until, that is, Maverick finds out he’s a father.

Suddenly he has a baby, Seven, who depends on him for everything. But it’s not so easy to sling
dope, finish school, and raise a child. So when he’s offered the chance to go straight, he takes it. In
a world where he’s expected to amount to nothing, maybe Mav can prove he’s different.

When King Lord blood runs through your veins, though, you can't just walk away. Loyalty, revenge,
and responsibility threaten to tear Mav apart, especially after the brutal murder of a loved one. He’ll
have to figure out for himself what it really means to be a man.

The Removed
2021
Brandon Hobson

In the fifteen years since their teenage son, Ray-Ray, was killed in a police shooting, the Echota
family has been suspended in private grief. The mother, Maria, increasingly struggles to manage the
onset of Alzheimer’s in her husband, Ernest. Their adult daughter, Sonja, leads a life of solitude,
punctuated only by spells of dizzying romantic obsession. And their son, Edgar, fled home long ago,
turning to drugs to mute his feelings of alienation.

With the family’s annual bonfire approaching—an occasion marking both the Cherokee National
Holiday and Ray-Ray’s death, and a rare moment in which they openly talk about his
memory—Maria attempts to call the family together from their physical and emotional distances once
more. But as the bonfire draws near, each of them feels a strange blurring of the boundary between
normal life and the spirit world. Maria and Ernest take in a foster child who seems to almost
miraculously keep Ernest’s mental fog at bay. Sonja becomes dangerously fixated on a man named
Vin, despite—or perhaps because of—his ties to tragedy in her lifetime and lifetimes before. And in
the wake of a suicide attempt, Edgar finds himself in the mysterious Darkening Land: a place
between the living and the dead, where old atrocities echo.

Drawing deeply on Cherokee folklore, The Removed seamlessly blends the real and spiritual to
excavate the deep reverberations of trauma—a meditation on family, grief, home, and the power of
stories on both a personal and ancestral level.

The Night Watchman



2020
Louise Erdrich

Thomas Wazhashk is the night watchman at the jewel bearing plant, the first factory located near the
Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa Council member who is
trying to understand the consequences of a new “emancipation” bill on its way to the floor of the
United States Congress. It is 1953 and he and the other council members know the bill isn’t about
freedom; Congress is fed up with Indians. The bill is a “termination” that threatens the rights of
Native Americans to their land and their very identity. How can the government abandon treaties
made in good faith with Native Americans “for as long as the grasses shall grow, and the rivers run”?

Since graduating high school, Pixie Paranteau has insisted that everyone call her Patrice. Unlike
most of the girls on the reservation, Patrice, the class valedictorian, has no desire to wear herself
down with a husband and kids. She makes jewel bearings at the plant, a job that barely pays her
enough to support her mother and brother. Patrice’s shameful alcoholic father returns home
sporadically to terrorize his wife and children and bully her for money. But Patrice needs every penny
to follow her beloved older sister, Vera, who moved to the big city of Minneapolis. Vera may have
disappeared; she hasn’t been in touch in months, and is rumored to have had a baby. Determined to
find Vera and her child, Patrice makes a fateful trip to Minnesota that introduces her to unexpected
forms of exploitation and violence, and endangers her life.

Thomas and Patrice live in this impoverished reservation community along with young Chippewa
boxer Wood Mountain and his mother Juggie Blue, her niece and Patrice’s best friend Valentine, and
Stack Barnes, the white high school math teacher and boxing coach who is hopelessly in love with
Patrice.

In the Night Watchman, Louise Erdrich creates a fictional world populated with memorable
characters who are forced to grapple with the worst and best impulses of human nature. Illuminating
the loves and lives, the desires and ambitions of these characters with compassion, wit, and
intelligence, The Night Watchman is a majestic work of fiction from this revered cultural treasure.

Deacon King Kong
2020
James McBride

In September 1969, a fumbling, cranky old church deacon known as Sportcoat shuffles into the
courtyard of the Cause Houses housing project in south Brooklyn, pulls a .38 from his pocket, and, in
front of everybody, shoots the project’s drug dealer at point-blank range.

The reasons for this desperate burst of violence and the consequences that spring from it lie at the
heart of Deacon King Kong, James McBride’s funny, moving novel and his first since his National
Book Award–winning The Good Lord Bird. In Deacon King Kong, McBride brings to vivid life the
people affected by the shooting: the victim, the African-American and Latinx residents who
witnessed it, the white neighbors, the local cops assigned to investigate, the members of the Five
Ends Baptist Church where Sportcoat was deacon, the neighborhood’s Italian mobsters, and
Sportcoat himself.



As the story deepens, it becomes clear that the lives of the characters—caught in the tumultuous
swirl of 1960s New York—overlap in unexpected ways. When the truth does emerge, McBride shows
us that not all secrets are meant to be hidden, that the best way to grow is to face change without
fear, and that the seeds of love lie in hope and compassion.

Bringing to these pages both his masterly storytelling skills and his abiding faith in humanity, James
McBride has written a novel every bit as involving as The Good Lord Bird and as emotionally honest
as The Color of Water. Told with insight and wit, Deacon King Kong demonstrates that love and faith
live in all of us.

American Dirt
2020
Jeanine Cummins

Lydia Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She runs a bookstore. She has a son,
Luca, the love of her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks
beginning to show in Acapulco because of the drug cartels, her life is, by and large, fairly
comfortable.

Even though she knows they’ll never sell, Lydia stocks some of her all-time favorite books in her
store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register with a few
books he would like to buy―two of them her favorites. Javier is erudite. He is charming. And,
unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the
city. When Lydia’s husband’s tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives will ever be the
same.

Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-old Luca soon find themselves miles and worlds away from their
comfortable middle-class existence. Instantly transformed into migrants, Lydia and Luca ride la
bestia―trains that make their way north toward the United States, which is the only place Javier’s
reach doesn’t extend. As they join the countless people trying to reach el norte, Lydia soon sees that
everyone is running from something. But what exactly are they running to?

American Dirt will leave readers utterly changed. It is a literary achievement filled with poignancy,
drama, and humanity on every page. It is one of the most important books for our times.

Already being hailed as "a Grapes of Wrath for our times" and "a new American classic," Jeanine
Cummins's American Dirt is a rare exploration into the inner hearts of people willing to sacrifice
everything for a glimmer of hope.

A Good Neighborhood
2020
Therese Anne Fowler



In Oak Knoll, a verdant, tight-knit North Carolina neighborhood, professor of forestry and ecology
Valerie Alston-Holt is raising her bright and talented biracial son, Xavier, who’s headed to college in
the fall. All is well until the Whitmans—a family with new money and a secretly troubled teenage
daughter—raze the house and trees next door to build themselves a showplace.

With little in common except a property line, these two families quickly find themselves at odds: first,
over an historic oak tree in Valerie's yard, and soon after, the blossoming romance between their two
teenagers.

A Good Neighborhood asks big questions about life in America today—what does it mean to be a
good neighbor? How do we live alongside each other when we don't see eye to eye?—as it explores
the effects of class, race, and heartrending love in a story that’s as provocative as it is powerful.

Apeirogon: A Novel
2020
Colum McCann

Bassam Aramin is Palestinian. Rami Elhanan is Israeli. They inhabit a world of conflict that colors
every aspect of their lives, from the roads they are allowed to drive on to the schools their children
attend to the checkpoints, both physical and emotional, they must negotiate.

But their lives, however circumscribed, are upended one after the other: first, Rami’s
thirteen-year-old daughter, Smadar, becomes the victim of suicide bombers; a decade later,
Bassam’s ten-year-old daughter, Abir, is killed by a rubber bullet. Rami and Bassam had been raised
to hate one another. And yet, when they learn of each other’s stories, they recognize the loss that
connects them. Together they attempt to use their grief as a weapon for peace—and with their one
small act, start to permeate what has for generations seemed an impermeable conflict.

This extraordinary novel is the fruit of a seed planted when the novelist Colum McCann met the real
Bassam and Rami on a trip with the non-profit organization Narrative 4. McCann was moved by their
willingness to share their stories with the world, by their hope that if they could see themselves in
one another, perhaps others could too.

With their blessing, and unprecedented access to their families, lives, and personal recollections,
McCann began to craft Apeirogon, which uses their real-life stories to begin another—one that
crosses centuries and continents, stitching together time, art, history, nature, and politics in a tale
both heartbreaking and hopeful. The result is an ambitious novel, crafted out of a universe of fictional
and nonfictional material, with these fathers’ moving story at its heart.

Winter Counts
2020
David Heska Wanbli Weiden

Virgil Wounded Horse is the local enforcer on the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota.
When justice is denied by the American legal system or the tribal council, Virgil is hired to deliver his



own punishment, the kind that’s hard to forget. But when heroin makes its way into the reservation
and finds Virgil’s own nephew, his vigilantism suddenly becomes personal. He enlists the help of his
ex-girlfriend and sets out to learn where the drugs are coming from, and how to make them stop.

They follow a lead to Denver and find that drug cartels are rapidly expanding and forming new and
terrifying alliances. And back on the reservation, a new tribal council initiative raises uncomfortable
questions about money and power. As Virgil starts to link the pieces together, he must face his own
demons and reclaim his Native identity. He realizes that being a Native American in the twenty-first
century comes at an incredible cost.

Winter Counts is a tour-de-force of crime fiction, a bracingly honest look at a long-ignored part of
American life, and a twisting, turning story that’s as deeply rendered as it is thrilling.

Homeland Elegies: A Novel
2020
Ayad Akhtar

A deeply personal work about identity and belonging in a nation coming apart at the seams,
Homeland Elegies blends fact and fiction to tell an epic story of longing and dispossession in the
world that 9/11 made. Part family drama, part social essay, part picaresque novel, at its heart it is the
story of a father, a son, and the country they both call home.

Ayad Akhtar forges a new narrative voice to capture a country in which debt has ruined countless
lives and the gods of finance rule, where immigrants live in fear, and where the nation's unhealed
wounds wreak havoc around the world. Akhtar attempts to make sense of it all through the lens of a
story about one family, from a heartland town in America to palatial suites in Central Europe to
guerrilla lookouts in the mountains of Afghanistan, and spares no one—least of all himself—in the
process.

Queenie
2019
Candice Carty-Williams

Queenie Jenkins is a twenty-five-year-old Jamaican British woman living in London, straddling two
cultures and slotting neatly into neither. She works at a national newspaper, where she’s constantly
forced to compare herself to her white middle class peers. After a messy break up from her
long-term white boyfriend, Queenie seeks comfort in all the wrong places…including several
hazardous men who do a good job of occupying brain space and a bad job of affirming self-worth.

As Queenie careens from one questionable decision to another, she finds herself wondering, “What
are you doing? Why are you doing it? Who do you want to be?”—all of the questions today’s woman
must face in a world trying to answer them for her.

With “fresh and honest” (Jojo Moyes) prose, Queenie is a remarkably relatable exploration of what it
means to be a modern woman searching for meaning in today’s world.



The Nickel Boys
2019
Colson Whitehead

When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a
juvenile reformatory called the Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of
horrors. Elwood’s only salvation is his friendship with fellow “delinquent” Turner, which deepens
despite Turner’s conviction that Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the world is crooked, and that the
only way to survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. As life at the Academy becomes ever more
perilous, the tension between Elwood’s ideals and Turner’s skepticism leads to a decision whose
repercussions will echo down the decades.

Based on the real story of a reform school that operated for 111 years and warped the lives of
thousands of children, The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven narrative that showcases a great
American novelist writing at the height of his powers and “should further cement Whitehead as one
of his generation's best" (Entertainment Weekly).

Red at the Bone
2019
Jacqueline Woodson

Moving forward and backward in time, Jacqueline Woodson's taut and powerful new novel uncovers
the role that history and community have played in the experiences, decisions, and relationships of
these families, and in the life of the new child.

As the book opens in 2001, it is the evening of sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age ceremony in
her grandparents' Brooklyn brownstone. Watched lovingly by her relatives and friends, making her
entrance to the music of Prince, she wears a special custom-made dress. But the event is not
without poignancy. Sixteen years earlier, that very dress was measured and sewn for a different
wearer: Melody's mother, for her own ceremony-- a celebration that ultimately never took place.

Unfurling the history of Melody's family – reaching back to the Tulsa race massacre in 1921 -- to
show how they all arrived at this moment, Woodson considers not just their ambitions and successes
but also the costs, the tolls they've paid for striving to overcome expectations and escape the pull of
history. As it explores sexual desire and identity, ambition, gentrification, education, class and status,
and the life-altering facts of parenthood, Red at the Bone most strikingly looks at the ways in which
young people must so often make long-lasting decisions about their lives--even before they have
begun to figure out who they are and what they want to be.

The Beekeeper of Aleppo
2019
Christy Lefteri



Nuri is a beekeeper and Afra, his wife, is an artist. Mornings, Nuri rises early to hear the call to
prayer before driving to his hives in the countryside. On weekends, Afra sells her colorful landscape
paintings at the open-air market. They live a simple life, rich in family and friends, in the hills of the
beautiful Syrian city of Aleppo—until the unthinkable happens. When all they love is destroyed by
war, Nuri knows they have no choice except to leave their home. But escaping Syria will be no easy
task: Afra has lost her sight, leaving Nuri to navigate her grief as well as a perilous journey through
Turkey and Greece toward an uncertain future in Britain.

Nuri is sustained only by the knowledge that waiting for them is his cousin Mustafa, who has started
an apiary in Yorkshire and is teaching fellow refugees beekeeping. As Nuri and Afra travel through a
broken world, they must confront not only the pain of their own unspeakable loss but dangers that
would overwhelm even the bravest souls. Above all, they must make the difficult journey back to
each other, a path once so familiar yet rendered foreign by the heartache of displacement.

Moving, intimate, and beautifully written, The Beekeeper of Aleppo is a book for our times: a novel
that at once reminds us that the most peaceful and ordinary lives can be utterly upended in
unimaginable ways and brings a journey in faraway lands close to home, never to be forgotten.

The Water Dancer
2019
Ta-Nehisi Coates

Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his mother was sold away, Hiram was robbed of
all memory of her—but was gifted with a mysterious power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns
in a river, that same power saves his life. This brush with death births an urgency in Hiram and a
daring scheme: to escape from the only home he’s ever known.

So begins an unexpected journey that takes Hiram from the corrupt grandeur of Virginia’s proud
plantations to desperate guerrilla cells in the wilderness, from the coffin of the Deep South to
dangerously idealistic movements in the North. Even as he’s enlisted in the underground war
between slavers and the enslaved, Hiram’s resolve to rescue the family he left behind endures.

This is the dramatic story of an atrocity inflicted on generations of women, men, and children—the
violent and capricious separation of families—and the war they waged to simply make lives with the
people they loved. Written by one of today’s most exciting thinkers and writers, The Water Dancer is
a propulsive, transcendent work that restores the humanity of those from whom everything was
stolen.

The Revisioners
2019
Margaret Wilkerson Sexton

In 1924, Josephine is the proud owner of a thriving farm. As a child, she channeled otherworldly
power to free herself from slavery. Now her new neighbor, a white woman named Charlotte, seeks



her company, and an uneasy friendship grows between them. But Charlotte has also sought solace
in the Ku Klux Klan, a relationship that jeopardizes Josephine’s family.

Nearly one hundred years later, Josephine’s descendant, Ava, is a single mother who has just lost
her job. She moves in with her white grandmother, Martha, a wealthy but lonely woman who pays
Ava to be her companion. But Martha’s behavior soon becomes erratic, then threatening, and Ava
must escape before her story and Josephine’s converge.

The Revisioners explores the depths of women’s relationships—powerful women and marginalized
women, healers and survivors. It is a novel about the bonds between mothers and their children, the
dangers that upend those bonds. At its core, The Revisioners ponders generational legacies, the
endurance of hope, and the undying promise of freedom.

The Other Americans
2019
Laila Lalami

Late one spring night in California, Driss Guerraoui—father, husband, business owner, Moroccan
immigrant—is hit and killed by a speeding car. The aftermath of his death brings together a diverse
cast of characters: Guerraoui's daughter Nora, a jazz composer returning to the small town in the
Mojave she thought she'd left for good; her mother, Maryam, who still pines for her life in the old
country; Efraín, an undocumented witness whose fear of deportation prevents him from coming
forward; Jeremy, an old friend of Nora’s and an Iraqi War veteran; Coleman, a detective who is
slowly discovering her son’s secrets; Anderson, a neighbor trying to reconnect with his family; and
the murdered man himself.

As the characters—deeply divided by race, religion, and class—tell their stories, each in their own
voice, connections among them emerge. Driss’s family confronts its secrets, a town faces its
hypocrisies, and love—messy and unpredictable—is born. Timely, riveting, and unforgettable, The
Other Americans is at once a family saga, a murder mystery, and a love story informed by the
treacherous fault lines of American culture.

American Spy
2019
Lauren Wilkinson

It’s 1986, the heart of the Cold War, and Marie Mitchell is an intelligence officer with the FBI. She’s
brilliant, but she’s also a young black woman working in an old boys’ club. Her career has stalled out,
she’s overlooked for every high-profile squad, and her days are filled with monotonous paperwork.
So when she’s given the opportunity to join a shadowy task force aimed at undermining Thomas
Sankara, the charismatic revolutionary president of Burkina Faso whose Communist ideology has
made him a target for American intervention, she says yes. Yes, even though she secretly admires
the work Sankara is doing for his country. Yes, even though she is still grieving the mysterious death
of her sister, whose example led Marie to this career path in the first place. Yes, even though a



furious part of her suspects she’s being offered the job because of her appearance and not her
talent.

In the year that follows, Marie will observe Sankara, seduce him, and ultimately have a hand in the
coup that will bring him down. But doing so will change everything she believes about what it means
to be a spy, a lover, a sister, and a good American.

Inspired by true events—Thomas Sankara is known as “Africa’s Che Guevara”—American Spy knits
together a gripping spy thriller, a heartbreaking family drama, and a passionate romance. This is a
face of the Cold War you’ve never seen before, and it introduces a powerful new literary voice.

Such a Fun Age
2019
Kiley Reid

Alix Chamberlain is a woman who gets what she wants and has made a living, with her
confidence-driven brand, showing other women how to do the same. So she is shocked when her
babysitter, Emira Tucker, is confronted while watching the Chamberlains' toddler one night, walking
the aisles of their local high-end supermarket. The store's security guard, seeing a young black
woman out late with a white child, accuses Emira of kidnapping two-year-old Briar. A small crowd
gathers, a bystander films everything, and Emira is furious and humiliated. Alix resolves to make
things right.

But Emira herself is aimless, broke, and wary of Alix's desire to help. At twenty-five, she is about to
lose her health insurance and has no idea what to do with her life. When the video of Emira unearths
someone from Alix's past, both women find themselves on a crash course that will upend everything
they think they know about themselves, and each other.

With empathy and piercing social commentary, Such a Fun Age explores the stickiness of
transactional relationships, what it means to make someone "family," and the complicated reality of
being a grown up. It is a searing debut for our times.

My Sister, the Serial Killer: A Novel
2018
Oyinkan Braithwaite

Korede is bitter. How could she not be? Her sister, Ayoola, is many things: the favorite child, the
beautiful one, possibly sociopathic. And now Ayoola's third boyfriend in a row is dead.

Korede's practicality is the sisters' saving grace. She knows the best solutions for cleaning blood, the
trunk of her car is big enough for a body, and she keeps Ayoola from posting pictures of her dinner to
Instagram when she should be mourning her "missing" boyfriend. Not that she gets any credit.



Korede has long been in love with a kind, handsome doctor at the hospital where she works. She
dreams of the day when he will realize that she's exactly what he needs. But when he asks Korede
for Ayoola's phone number, she must reckon with what her sister has become and how far she's
willing to go to protect her.

Sharp as nails and full of deadpan wit, Oyinkan Braithwaite's deliciously deadly debut is as fun as it
is frightening.

An American Marriage
2018
Tayari Jones

Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American Dream and the New South.
He is a young executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career. But as they settle into
the routine of their life together, they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined.
Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit. Though
fiercely independent, Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking comfort in Andre, her
childhood friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison passes, she is unable to
hold on to the love that has been her center. After five years, Roy’s conviction is suddenly
overturned, and he returns to Atlanta ready to resume their life together.

This stirring love story is a profoundly insightful look into the hearts and minds of three people who
are at once bound and separated by forces beyond their control. An American Marriage is a
masterpiece of storytelling, an intimate look deep into the souls of people who must reckon with the
past while moving forward—with hope and pain—into the future.

There There
2018
Tommy Orange

One of The New York Times 10 Best Books of the Year and winner of the PEN/Hemingway Award,
Tommy Orange’s wondrous and shattering bestselling novel follows twelve characters from Native
communities: all traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they
may not yet realize. Among them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it back to
the family she left behind. Dene Oxendene, pulling his life together after his uncle’s death and
working at the powwow to honor his memory. Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to perform traditional
dance for the very first time. Together, this chorus of voices tells of the plight of the urban Native
American—grappling with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of beauty and
spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and heroism. Hailed as an instant classic, There There is
at once poignant and unflinching, utterly contemporary and truly unforgettable.

House Made of Dawn
2018 (50th anniversary edition)
N. Scott Momaday



A young Native American, Abel has come home from war to find himself caught between two worlds.
The first is the world of his father’s, wedding him to the rhythm of the seasons, the harsh beauty of
the land, and the ancient rites and traditions of his people. But the other world—modern, industrial
America—pulls at Abel, demanding his loyalty, trying to claim his soul, and goading him into a
destructive, compulsive cycle of depravity and disgust.

An American classic, House Made of Dawn is at once a tragic tale about the disabling effects of war
and cultural separation, and a hopeful story of a stranger in his native land, finding his way back to
all that is familiar and sacred.

The Hate U Give
2017
Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of
a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug
dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the
local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really
went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr.

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.

Darktown: A Novel
2017
Thomas Mullen

Responding to orders from on high, the Atlanta Police Department is forced to hire its first black
officers, including war veterans Lucius Boggs and Tommy Smith. The newly minted policemen are
met with deep hostility by their white peers; they aren’t allowed to arrest white suspects, drive squad
cars, or set foot in the police headquarters.

When a woman who was last seen in a car driven by a white man turns up dead, Boggs and Smith
suspect white cops are behind it. Their investigation sets them up against a brutal cop, Dunlow, who
has long run the neighborhood as his own, and his partner, Rakestraw, a young progressive who
may or may not be willing to make allies across color lines. Among shady moonshiners, duplicitous
madams, crooked lawmen, and the constant restrictions of Jim Crow, Boggs and Smith will risk their
new jobs, and their lives, while navigating a dangerous world—a world on the cusp of great change.

A vivid, smart, intricately plotted crime saga that explores the timely issues of race, law enforcement,
and the uneven scales of justice.



The Underground Railroad
2016
Colson Whitehead

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. An outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is
on the cusp of womanhood—where greater pain awaits. And so when Caesar, a slave who has
recently arrived from Virginia, urges her to join him on the Underground Railroad, she seizes the
opportunity and escapes with him.

In Colson Whitehead's ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor:
engineers and conductors operate a secret network of actual tracks and tunnels beneath the
Southern soil. Cora embarks on a harrowing flight from one state to the next, encountering, like
Gulliver, strange yet familiar iterations of her own world at each stop.

As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the terrors of the antebellum era, he weaves in the saga of our
nation, from the brutal abduction of Africans to the unfulfilled promises of the present day. The
Underground Railroad is both the gripping tale of one woman's will to escape the horrors of
bondage—and a powerful meditation on the history we all share.

Movies/Documentaries

I Am Not Your Negro
2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNUYdgIyaPM

13th
2016
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V66F3WU2CKk

The Hate U Give
2018
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MM8OkVT0hw

Selma
2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6t7vVTxaic

America To Me (STARZ docu-series)
2018
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fbfx9OpcUoc

King in the Wilderness
2018
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVGRg89DbyM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNUYdgIyaPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V66F3WU2CKk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MM8OkVT0hw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6t7vVTxaic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fbfx9OpcUoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVGRg89DbyM


The Central Park Five (Ken Burns Documentary Movie)
2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AehmA3hTLmA

When They See Us (Netflix Documentary Series)
2019
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3F9n_smGWY

Sermons by Alice Rogers, Byron Thomas, and Carol Alums
Winter Conference, Epworth by the Sea
January 30, 2019
https://youtu.be/eZaNi60tP2o

Articles

“What to an American is the Fourth is July?”
Ibram X. Kendi
The Atlantic

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/07/resistance-patriotism-fourth-july/593344/

“Mariame Kaba, Abolitionist and Author, on We Do This Til We Free Us”
Kandist Mallett
Teen Vogue

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/mariame-kaba-abolition-we-do-this-til-we-free-us

“Many Black, Asian Americans Say They Have Experienced Discrimination Amid the COVID
Outbreak”
Neil J. Ruiz, Juliana Menasce Horowitz & Christine Tamir
Pew Research Center

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/01/many-black-and-asian-americans-say-th
ey-have-experienced-discrimination-amid-the-covid-19-outbreak/

“The Case for Reparations”
Ta-Nehisi Coates
The Atlantic

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/

“How to Make Anti-Racism More Than a Performance”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AehmA3hTLmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3F9n_smGWY
https://youtu.be/eZaNi60tP2o
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/07/resistance-patriotism-fourth-july/593344/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/mariame-kaba-abolition-we-do-this-til-we-free-us
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/01/many-black-and-asian-americans-say-they-have-experienced-discrimination-amid-the-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/01/many-black-and-asian-americans-say-they-have-experienced-discrimination-amid-the-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/


Bettina L. Love
Education Week
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/opinion-empty-promises-of-equity/2021/01

“The Literature of White Liberalism”
Melissa Phruksachart
Boston Review

http://bostonreview.net/race/melissa-phruksachart-literature-white-liberalism

“Tom Hanks: You Should Learn the Truth About the Tulsa Race Massacre”
Tom Hanks
The New York Times
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/04/opinion/tom-hanks-tulsa-race-massacre-history.html

“Bridging the Divide Between the Police and the Policed”
Saki Knafo
The New Yorker

https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-local-correspondents/bridging-the-divide-between-the-poli
ce-and-the-policed

“The Emerging Movement for Police and Prison Abolition”
Keeanga Yamahtta-Taylor
The New Yorker

https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/the-emerging-movement-for-police-and-prison-
abolition

“The Empire of All Maladies”
Nick Estes
The Baffler

https://thebaffler.com/salvos/the-empire-of-all-maladies-estes

“Study Finds Only Harmful Effects from Native-Themed Mascots”
Joaqlin Estus
Indian Country Today

https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/study-finds-only-harmful-effects-from-native-themed-masc
ots

“The Silence of America’s Genocidal Past”

https://www.edweek.org/leadership/opinion-empty-promises-of-equity/2021/01
http://bostonreview.net/race/melissa-phruksachart-literature-white-liberalism
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/04/opinion/tom-hanks-tulsa-race-massacre-history.html
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-local-correspondents/bridging-the-divide-between-the-police-and-the-policed
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-local-correspondents/bridging-the-divide-between-the-police-and-the-policed
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/the-emerging-movement-for-police-and-prison-abolition
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/the-emerging-movement-for-police-and-prison-abolition
https://thebaffler.com/salvos/the-empire-of-all-maladies-estes
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/study-finds-only-harmful-effects-from-native-themed-mascots
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/study-finds-only-harmful-effects-from-native-themed-mascots


Tim Giago
Indianz.com

https://www.indianz.com/News/2021/04/26/tim-giago-the-silence-of-americas-genocidal-past/

“What Is a Microaggression? 14 Things People Think Are Fine to Say at Work--But Are Actually
Racist, Sexist, or Offensive”
Marguerite Ward & Rachel Premack
Business Insider

https://www.businessinsider.com/microaggression-unconscious-bias-at-work-2018-6

“Stop Blaming Black People for Dying of the Coronavirus”
Ibram X. Kendi
The Atlantic

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/race-and-blame/609946/

“The Black-White Life Expectancy Gap Grew in 2020 -- But It Can Be Reversed”
German Lopez
Vox.com

https://www.vox.com/22285868/black-white-life-expectancy-gap-covid-19-health

“Americans Say Immigrants Should Learn English. But U.S. Policy Makes That Hard.”
Olga Khazan
The Atlantic

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/why-cant-immigrants-learn-english/619053/
?utm_content=edit-promo&utm_term=2021-06-04T09%3A01%3A57&utm_medium=social&utm
_source=twitter&utm_campaign=the-atlantic

“10 Insidious Ways White Supremacy Shows Up in Our Everyday Lives”
Kali Holloway
Everyday Feminism

https://everydayfeminism.com/2015/09/white-supremacy-everyday-life/

“White Supremacist Ideas Have Historical Roots in U.S. Christianity”
Tom Gjelten
NPR
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/01/883115867/white-supremacist-ideas-have-historical-roots-in-u-s-
christianity

https://www.indianz.com/News/2021/04/26/tim-giago-the-silence-of-americas-genocidal-past/
https://www.businessinsider.com/microaggression-unconscious-bias-at-work-2018-6
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/race-and-blame/609946/
https://www.vox.com/22285868/black-white-life-expectancy-gap-covid-19-health
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/why-cant-immigrants-learn-english/619053/?utm_content=edit-promo&utm_term=2021-06-04T09%3A01%3A57&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=the-atlantic
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/why-cant-immigrants-learn-english/619053/?utm_content=edit-promo&utm_term=2021-06-04T09%3A01%3A57&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=the-atlantic
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/why-cant-immigrants-learn-english/619053/?utm_content=edit-promo&utm_term=2021-06-04T09%3A01%3A57&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=the-atlantic
https://everydayfeminism.com/2015/09/white-supremacy-everyday-life/
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/01/883115867/white-supremacist-ideas-have-historical-roots-in-u-s-christianity
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/01/883115867/white-supremacist-ideas-have-historical-roots-in-u-s-christianity


“How to Dismantle White Supremacy”
Barbara Smith
The Nation

https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/how-to-dismantle-white-supremacy/

“I’m a White Person Who Wants to Fight Systemic Racism. Where Do I Start?”
Charles Duhigg
Slate

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/06/how-to-be-an-actually-good-ally.html

“‘Not Racist’ is Not Enough: Putting in the Work to be Anti-Racist”
Eric Deggans
NPR

https://www.npr.org/2020/08/24/905515398/not-racist-is-not-enough-putting-in-the-work-to-be-a
nti-racist

Podcasts

Buried Truths
2018
WABE

In 1948, three black farmers decided they'd had enough. They were going to vote in rural South
Georgia, where white supremacists held power by suppressing the black vote. Pulitzer-Prize winning
author, journalist and Emory University professor Hank Klibanoff explores the mysteries and
injustices of history through civil rights cases that few have seen. How far would white supremacists
go — on the streets, in the courtrooms, in the legislatures — to preserve their racial dominance?
And, most importantly, why? Who were we back then? The truth is restless, relevant and revealed in
Buried Truths.

Justice in America
2018
The Appeal

Justice in America, hosted by Josie Duffy Rice and Clint Smith III, is a podcast for everyone
interested in criminal justice reform— from those new to the system to experts who want to know
more. Each episode we cover a new criminal justice issue. We explain how it works and look at its
impact on people, particularly poor people and people of color. We’ll also interview activists,
practitioners, experts, journalists, organizers, and others, to learn. By the end of the episode, you’ll

https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/how-to-dismantle-white-supremacy/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/06/how-to-be-an-actually-good-ally.html
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/24/905515398/not-racist-is-not-enough-putting-in-the-work-to-be-anti-racist
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/24/905515398/not-racist-is-not-enough-putting-in-the-work-to-be-anti-racist


walk away with a better understanding of what drives mass incarceration and what can fix it. The first
season will cover bail, plea deals, prosecutors, prosecutor elections, voter disenfranchisement,
crimmigration, women and families in the criminal justice system, and more. It will feature interviews
with Ta-Nehisi Coates, Rashad Robinson, John Legend, Gina Clayton, John Pfaff, and more.

Code Switch
2019
NPR

Ever find yourself in a conversation about race and identity where you just get...stuck? Code Switch
can help. We're all journalists of color, and this isn't just the work we do. It's the lives we lead.
Sometimes, we'll make you laugh. Other times, you'll get uncomfortable. But we'll always be
unflinchingly honest and empathetic. Come mix it up with us.

Series 08: Episode 01 - Unequally Saved: The Church’s Role in Racism with Lisa Sharon
Harper
April 23, 2018
For the Love Podcast with Jen Hatmaker

We have a powerful start to a brand-new series: For the Love of Exploring Our Faith. Speaker,
writer and activist Lisa Sharon Harper comes from a long line of Americans—African-Americans
who have been in America since 1687. Slavery existed in her family. Lisa wrestles with the
Good News of the Gospel and how that translates to folks who have been victims of race
motivated atrocities—from people who claimed that Gospel as their truth. She walks us through
the history of evangelism and where some things got twisted. Prepare to be schooled and to
take in some eye-opening information (pen and paper at the ready!) because Lisa breaks it
down for us with the meanings of original Hebrew writings and shows us the truth of what God
intended His Kingdom to be--“ALL blessing all.”

White Lies
2019
NPR

In 1965, Rev. James Reeb was murdered in Selma, Alabama. Three men were tried and
acquitted, but no one was ever held to account. Fifty years later, two journalists from Alabama
return to the city where it happened, expose the lies that kept the murder from being solved and
uncover a story about guilt and memory that says as much about America today as it does
about the past.

Scene on Radio
2015 - 2021
Duke Center for Documentary Studies



Scene on Radio is a podcast that tells stories exploring human experience and American
society. Produced and hosted by John Biewen, Scene on Radio comes from the Center for
Documentary Studies (CDS) at Duke University and is distributed by PRX. Season 1 featured a
mix of stand-alone and multiple-episode stories; in Season 2, the Peabody-nominated Seeing
White, Biewen and collaborator Chenjerai Kumanyika explored the history and meaning of
whiteness; in Season 3, Biewen and co-host Celeste Headlee delved into sexism, patriarchy,
and misogyny.

In Season 4, John Biewen and Chenjerai Kumanyika explore democracy in America—past and
present—in twelve biweekly episodes. The series retells the story of the country, or pivotal parts
of that history, while exploring critical questions like, How democratic was the U.S. ever meant
to be? American democracy is clearly in crisis today, but, when was it not? The series will
almost certainly complicate, and may upend, our listeners’ understanding of American history.

The Problem with America’s National Parks
2021
The Atlantic

The story of our national parks, sometimes called “America’s best idea,” leaves out a very big
group of people. The Ojibwe writer David Treuer is trying to change that.

Who We Are: A Chronicle of Racism in America
2020 - 2021
Vox Creative

On Who We Are, host Carvell Wallace and ACLU Deputy Director Jeffery Robinson reach back
to tipping points in American history, to examine the white supremacist foundation on which the
nation's legal, political and social systems were built. A podcast by Ben & Jerry's and produced
by Vox Creative.

Voices Remembering Slavery: Freed People Tell Their Stories
1932 – 1975
Library of Congress

The recordings of former slaves in Voices Remembering Slavery: Freed People Tell Their
Stories took place between 1932 and 1975 in nine states. Twenty-three interviewees discuss
how they felt about slavery, slaveholders, coercion of slaves, their families, and freedom.
Several individuals sing songs, many of which were learned during the time of their
enslavement. It is important to note that all of the interviewees spoke sixty or more years after
the end of their enslavement, and it is their full lives that are reflected in these recordings. The

https://documentarystudies.duke.edu/
https://documentarystudies.duke.edu/
http://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/
http://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/


individuals documented in this presentation have much to say about living as African Americans
from the 1870s to the 1930s, and beyond.

1619
2019
The New York Times

“1619” is a New York Times audio series, hosted by Nikole Hannah-Jones, that examines the
long shadow of American slavery. Listen to the episodes below, or read the transcripts by
clicking the icon to the right of the play bar. For more information about the series, visit
nytimes.com/1619podcast.

Summer Lecture Series 2019; Racial Healing and Justice

June 2: Moral Leadership, Racial Healing and Justice

TED Talk: How we can start to heal the pain of racial division
TED Talk: The racial politics of time
YouTube Video: 700 Club – Racial Healing

June 9: Howard Thurman

Article from Religious News Services: How Howard Thurman can help
Christians heal their political divides
Article from PBS: This Far by Faith - Howard Thurman
Archive from Pitts Library: The Howard Thurman Digital Archive

June 16: American Civil Rights Movement

Article from Humanity in Action: Lessons From the Civil Rights Movement:
Reflections On The Long Movement for Black Liberation From Atlanta to
Amsterdam
United Methodist Videos: James Lawson: Reflections on Life, Nonviolence,
Civil Rights Movement, MLK
Article from USA Today: The unsung heroes of the civil rights movement are
black women you’ve never heard of

June 23: Fearless Dialogues

TED Talk: How to resolve racially stressful situations
Article from Parent Toolkit: How to talk to kids about race and racism
37 Children’s Books to talk about Racism

https://www.nytimes.com/1619podcast
https://www.ted.com/talks/ruby_sales_how_we_can_start_to_heal_the_pain_of_racial_division
https://www.ted.com/talks/brittney_cooper_the_racial_politics_of_time
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdgyrlyLurY
https://religionnews.com/2018/10/16/what-howard-thurman-can-teach-todays-christians-about-politics-and-the-disinherited-poliitcal-divide/
https://religionnews.com/2018/10/16/what-howard-thurman-can-teach-todays-christians-about-politics-and-the-disinherited-poliitcal-divide/
https://www.pbs.org/thisfarbyfaith/people/howard_thurman.html
https://thurman.pitts.emory.edu/?fbclid=IwAR2S3uk2xPRKC2gfmrdyYoBAUzfEUSjo9PKOma1VX90V5pTn1-IAUBfcE4w
https://www.humanityinaction.org/knowledgebase/730-lessons-from-the-civil-rights-movement-reflections-on-the-long-movement-for-black-liberation-from-atlanta-to-amsterdam
https://www.humanityinaction.org/knowledgebase/730-lessons-from-the-civil-rights-movement-reflections-on-the-long-movement-for-black-liberation-from-atlanta-to-amsterdam
https://www.humanityinaction.org/knowledgebase/730-lessons-from-the-civil-rights-movement-reflections-on-the-long-movement-for-black-liberation-from-atlanta-to-amsterdam
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc7wg41lUM4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc7wg41lUM4
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2018/02/16/unsung-heroes-civil-rights-movement-black-women-youve-never-heard/905157001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2018/02/16/unsung-heroes-civil-rights-movement-black-women-youve-never-heard/905157001/
https://www.ted.com/talks/howard_c_stevenson_how_to_resolve_racially_stressful_situations
https://coloursofus.com/37-childrens-books-to-help-talk-about-racism-discrimination/
https://coloursofus.com/37-childrens-books-to-help-talk-about-racism-discrimination/


June 30: Real Skills for Dismantling Racism

YouTube Video: Can Design Dismantle Racism?
Toolkit from GCORR: What then Shall We Say? A toolkit of faithful
responses to the racist rhetoric of U.S. President
TED Talk: The symbols of systemic racism – and how to take away their
power

July 7: Patriotism, American Exceptionalism

Article from The Washington Post: To many Americans, being patriotic
means being white
TED Talk: Can a divided America Heal
YouTube Video: Face the Nation – Why hasn’t there been national healing
toward racial tensions in America?

July 14: Singing Down Walls Ancient and New

Article from UMC Discipleship Ministries: The Pastoral Ministry and
Immigration Raids
YouTube Video: I Am United Methodist – Hispanic/Latino Ministries
Podcast Video: The Table Podcast – Ministering to Hispanics in the Church

July 21: Confronting Racism

TED Talk: 3 ways to be a better ally in the workplace
Article from The Gospel Coalition: 10 Reasons Racism Offends God
Top 7 Bible Verses about Racial Equality
Bible Verses about Racism and Prejudice

July 28: UMs, Racial Equity

YouTube Video: Systemic Racism Explained
Article from UMC: Annual Conferences’, Districts’ and Local Congregations’
Responsibilities for Eradication of Racism
Article from GCORR: Equity vs. Equality: Understanding the Differences

August 4: White Churches and Reparations

Article from The New Yorker: A Sociologist examines the “white fragility”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNIsMqiBmSA
http://www.gcorr.org/what-then-shall-we-say/
http://www.gcorr.org/what-then-shall-we-say/
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_rucker_the_symbols_of_systemic_racism_and_how_to_take_away_their_power
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_rucker_the_symbols_of_systemic_racism_and_how_to_take_away_their_power
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/10/13/is-white-resentment-about-the-nfl-protests-about-race-or-patriotism-or-both/?utm_term=.9b94deadcbcd
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/10/13/is-white-resentment-about-the-nfl-protests-about-race-or-patriotism-or-both/?utm_term=.9b94deadcbcd
https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_can_a_divided_america_heal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwPlx8QCCxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwPlx8QCCxg
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/the-pastoral-ministry-and-immigration-raids
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/the-pastoral-ministry-and-immigration-raids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA-p__UQ_L8
https://voice.dts.edu/tablepodcast/ministering-to-hispanics/?adsource=TUBE_thetable
https://www.ted.com/talks/melinda_epler_3_ways_to_advocate_for_a_more_inclusive_workplace
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/10-reasons-racism-is-offensive-to-god/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2015/06/23/top-7-bible-verses-about-racial-equality/
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that prevents white Americans from confronting racism
Article from The Player’s Tribune: Privileged by Kyle Korver
OP-Doc from The NY Times: A Conversation with White People on Race
YouTube Video: After Ferguson: Racism, Violence, and the Church’s
Response

August 11: Resistance, Racial Justice

TED Talk: What we can do about the culture of hate
10 ways to promote social justice everyday
5 Ways Your Predominantly White Church Can Work for Racial Justice

August 18: Southern Churches

Article from National Association of Evangelicals: Black and White Race in
American Denominations
Article from Atlanta Studies, Emory Center for Digital Scholarships: The Tie
That Binds: White Church Response to Neighborhood Racial Change in
Atlanta, 1960-1985

Others:
YouTube Video: Lift Every Voice and Sing (Homecoming Live) by Beyoncé
Article from The Washington Post: ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’: The story
behind that ‘black national anthem’ that Beyoncé sang
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https://www.mindfood.com/article/promote-social-justice/
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